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EU's Koschnick on Bosnia: ‘Wars Are Contagious’ 


AU2401155496 Berlin BERLINER ZEITUNG 
in German 20-21 Jan 96 p6 


[Interview with Hans Koschoick, EU admunistrator for 
Mostuir, by Gisbert Kuhn in Brussels; date not given: 
“Only He Who Is Consistent is Respected There”) 


{FBIS Translated Text] [Kuhn] Do you really believe in 
peace in the Balkans? 


[Koschnick] Peace can only be achieved when the 
Americans and Europeans speak with one voice and do 
not indulge in any kind of games with the three warring 
parues. | am no longer interested in any agreements 
that are broken immediately anyway. Sometimes | get 
the impression that the responsible people there act like 
small children who try again and again to see how far 
they can go. Only he who ts unconditionally consistent 
IS respected. 


{Kuhn} According to the Dayton Agreement, absolute 
freedom of movement should be restored to the former 
areas of conflict as of Sunday [21 January). 


[Koschnick] | am not sure that this will be achieved. 
All I know ts that unless we enforce it, the international 
public will ask us what kind of peace treaty i is and 
whether Americans as well as Europeans were stupid 
enough to rely on nothing but signatures. 


[Kuhn] Many people are asking why the community of 
peoples should provide huge amounts of money to help 
rebuild what has been destroyed by the hatred and lust 
for power of some. To what extent does the world have 
a duty to do that? 


[Koschnick] It ts not a question of duty but only of 
self-interest. Wars are contagious. And one way of pre- 
venting them trom spreading 1s to promise the peoples 
in the Balkans now to help them reconstruct their coun- 
tnes. Yiet, this can only apply to the destruction that was 
caused during the war. Yet, | ask myself why the hell 
German taxpayers should pay for the deeds of arsonists 
who have burnt down houses after the end of hostili- 
ves. | am absolutely against that. We will take care of 
electricity, water, and the railroads. For everything else 
they must pay themselves 


{Kuhn} You have been a convinced advocate of a strong 
outside military commitment from the very beginning 
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What can the IFOR peace force achieve, and where are 
the limits? 


{[Koschnick] When I came to Mostar | was against a 
military acuon. Yet, when the killing did not end | 
also regarded an intervention as necessary. However, the 
forces can do only one thing: prevent the conunuation of 
the hosulities. Peace cannot be achieved with cannons 
The people themselves must understand that their future 
can only le in peaceful coexistence. 


[Kuhn] Despite the current disengagement of forces 
do you still think that whole armies could start action 
against one another again’ 


{Koschnick}] Yes' | do not rule out that people could 
try to “revise the Dayton agreement retroactively 
Croats and Bosmans within the federation of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. This danger was not taken into consider- 
ation in Dayton. That 1s what I have just told NATO 


{Kuhn} People in Germany are currently arguing 
whether and how many refugees one should send hack 
or, if necessary, even deport. How many people could 
the country even accommodate’ 


[Koschnick] | am against deportations. The good rep- 
utation the Germans acquired by accommodating more 
people than all other countnes together would be ru- 
ined overmght. Yet, those who have a chance of find- 
ing a place to live again should return home. the country 
needs the people. As far as the second part of you ques- 
tion is concerned I would say that Bosnia cannot cope 
with more than $0,000 people returning per year 


{Kuhn} What about the war criminals’ 


{[Koschnick] Those who do not extradite war criminals 
should not he included in western and Guilt must be 
established, otherwise inner peace will be impossibic 


{Kuhn} Will the peace force really be able to pull out 
after one year’ 


[Koschnick] | think that the forces will stay, even though 
I do not know whether they will still be called TROR 
then. However, the absolute need to preserve peace and 
prevent hostilities will last longer 
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UK: ‘Text’ of Decommissioning Body Report 
MS2501102196 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES in English 
24 Jan % 


{Full Text’ of the Report of the International Body on 
Arms Decommussioning; received via Internet] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The following ts the full text 
of the International Body's Report on Arms Decommus- 
stoning which was released this morning, January 24th 


1. INTRODUCTION 


1. On 28 November, 1995, the British and Insh Gov- 
ernments issued a Communigue which announce. the 
launching in Northern Ireland of a “‘twin track’ process 
to make progress in paralic! on the decommissioning 
issue and on all-party negotiations. 


2. One track was “to invite the parties to intensive 
preparatory talks with a remit to reach widespread 
agreement on the basis, parucipation, structure, format 
and agenda to bring al! parties together for substantive 
negotiations aimed at a political setiiement based on 
consent.” This has become known as the political track 


4. The other tack concerned the decommissioning of 
arms and was set forth as follows in the Communique 


“S. In paralici, the two Governments have agreed to es- 
iablish an International Bady to provic- + sadependent 
assessment of the decommissioning issuc 


“6. Recognising the widely expressed desire to see all 
arms removed from Irish politics, the two Governments 
will ask the International Body to report on the arrange- 
ments necessary for the removal from the political equa- 
tion of arms silenced by virtue of the welcome decisions 
taken last summer and autumn by those organisations 
that previously supported the use of arms for political 


purposes 


7. In particular, the two Governments will ask the Body 
to: — klentify and advise on a suitable and acceptable 
method for full and verifiaMe decommissioning, and 
report whether there 1s a clear commitment on the part of 
those in possession of such arms to work constructively 
© achieve that 


8. ht will he for the International Body to determine 
its own procedures. The two Governments expect i to 
consult widely, to invite relevant parties to submit their 
analysis of matters relevant to the decommissioning 
wsuc and, im reaching its conclusions within its remit 
© consider such evidence on its merits 


4 We ate that Body. This ts our report, We have no 
stake in Northern Ireland other than an interest in secing 
an end to the conflict and in the ability of its people 
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to live in peace. Our role is to Pring an independent 
perspective to the issuc. We are motivated solely by 
car wish to help. This assessment represents our hes 
and our independent judgment. We are unanimous in 
our views. There are no differences of opimon among 
us. 


S. To provide us with sufficient information to mect our 
remit, we held two senes of meetings in Belfast, Dublin 
and London: the first. 1Sth through 18th Decemher, 
1995; the second, 11th through 22nd January, 1996 


In addition, we held an organisational mecting in New 
York on December 9th, 1995 


6. In the course of our mectings we heard orally aad in 
writing from dozens of government officials, political 
leaders, church officials and representatives of other 
Organisations and instiutions We received hundreds 
of letters and telephone calls from members of the 
public and met with many others. We thank all tor ther 
submissions 


Contributions trom those who suffered losses during the 
time of troubles bul are strongly committed to the peace 
process were especially moving 


All the submissions have been carctully reviewed and 
considered 


Il. DISCUSSIO™ 


7. Our examination of the issues and of the facts, and 
the perspectives Prought to us Py those who Pricted us 
of who made written representations to us, Convince us 
that while there ts no simple solution to the confhat 
in Northern Ireland, the tactors on which a Process for 
peace must he based are already known We can indicate 
the way we Delreve these Lactors should he addressed » 
that decommissioning of arms and all-party negotiations 
can proceed, Put only resolute action hy the parties 
themscives will produce progress 


8. That noted, we are aware of the enormous contribu 
tion already made by individuals and groups in advan. 
ing the process of peace in Northern Ircland to ts our 
rent stage. The tireless and courageous efforts of Prime 
Minister John Major and Taoseach Joho Bruton (and 
hefore him Alhert Reynolds) have heen essential to the 
peace process. They have been porned by other political 
leaders, institutions, organisations and individuals on the 
Promotion of peace 


9 We considered our task on the light of our respons 
Mility to all of the people of Northern Ircland. the nced 
tor the people to he reassured that ther democrat. and 
motal capectations can he realised. and on the spent of 
serious ctforts made hy the British and Ineh Govern 
ments to advance the peace process 
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10. For nearly a year and a half the guns have been 
silent in Northern Ireland. The people want thai silence 
to continue. They want lasting peace in a just society in 
which paramilitary violence plays no part. 


That was the dominant theme expressed in the many 
letters and calls we received from those in the North and 
South, Unsonist and Nationalist, Catholic and Protestant, 
Loyalist and Republican. 


11 Notwsthstanding reprehensible = punisiment™ 
killings and beatings, the sustained observance of the 
ceasciires should not be devalued. It is a significant 
factor which must be given due weight in assessing the 
commitment of the paramulitanes to “work construc- 
uvely to achieve” full and verihable decommissioning. 


12. Since the ceasefires, the political debate has focused 
largely on the differences that have prevented the com- 
mencemen’ of all-party negotuations intended to achieve 
an agreed political settlement. This circumstance has 
obscured the widespread agreement thal exists — so 
widespread that it tends to be taken for granted. In fact, 
members of both tradivons may he less far apart on the 
resolution of ther differences than they believe 


13. No one should underestimate the value of the 
consensus for peace, and the fact that no significant 
group is actively secking to end it 


14. In paragraph five of the Communique we were 
asked to provide an independent assessment of the 
decommussionmng issuc”. It is a serous issue. It 1s also 
4 symptom of a larger problem: the absence of trust 
Common to many of our meetings were arguments, 
steeped mn history, as to why the other side cannot be 
trusted. As a consequence, even well-intentioned acts 
are often viewed with suspicion and hostility 


1S. But a resolutnon of the decommissioning issue — of 
wny other sssuce — will not be found if the parties reson 
to ther vast mventones of histoncal recrimimation. Or, 
as tf Was Put to us several times, what 1s really needed 1s 
the decommissioning of mind- sets in Northern Ircland 


It We have asked ourselves how those who have 
suffered durng the many years of internal strife can 
acept the fact that the estaMishment of a lasting 
peace will call for reconcihation with those they hold 
responsible for them joss and pain. Surely the continued 
suffering and hereavement of incividuals and of families 
should never he forgotien 


But if the focus remains on the past. the past will 
hecome the future, and that is something fo one can 
desire 


17? Everyone with whom we spoke agrees in principle 
with the need to decommission. There are differences 
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on the ming and context — indeed, those difference: 
led to the creation of this Body — but they should not 
obscure the nearly universal support waich cxists for 
the total and verifiable d:sarmament of all paramilitary 
organisations. Thal must continue to be a principal 


objective. 


18. However the issue of decommissioning ts fesulved. 
that alone will not bead directly to all-party negotiations 
Much work remains on the many issucs involved mm the 
poliucal track. The partes should address those issues 
with urgency. 


Il. RECOMMENDATIONS: PRINCIPLES OF 
DEMOCRACY AND NON-VIOLENCE 


19. To reach an agreed political settiement and to take 
the gun out of Irish politics, there must be commitment 
and adherenc: to fundamental principles of democracy 
and non-violence. Parucipants in all-patty negotiations 
should affirm dhe commitment to such principles 


20. Accordingly, we recommend that the narties to such 
negotuations affirm their total and aMsolute Commitment, 
a To democratic and exclusively peaceful means of 
resolving political issues; bh To the total disarmament 
of all paramilitary organisations, ¢ To agree that 
such disarmament must be verifiable to the satisfaction 
of an independent commission, d: To renounce tor 
themscives, and to oppose any cffort Py others, to use 
force, of threaten to use force, to influence the course 
of the outcome of all-party negotiations, ¢ To agree to 
abide by the terms of any agreement reached in all-party 
negotiations and to reson to democratic and cu usivels 
peaceful methods in trying to alter any aspect of that 
outcome with which they may disagree, and. 1) To urge 
that punishment killings and heatings stop and to take 
eflective steps to prevent such actions 


21. We jon the Governments, religious leaders and 
many others in condemning punishment killings and 
heatings. They contribute to the fear that those who have 
used violence to pursue political objectives in the past 
will do so again in the future Such actions have m 
place mn a lawful society 


22. Those who demand decommissioning prot to all- 
Party negotiations do so out of concern that the param. 
itanes will use force. threaten to use force, to influence 
the negotiations, of to change any aspect of the outcome 
of negotiations with which they disagree 


Caven the history of Northern Ircland, this is not an 
unrcasonamic concern. The principles we recommend 
address those concerns directly 


23. These commitments, when made and honoured 
wou'd remove the threat of force before, dunng and after 
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all-party negotiations. They would focus all concerned 
on what is ulumately essential if the gun 1s to be taken 
out of Irish pohucs: an agreed political setiiement and 
the total and verifiable disarmament of all paramilitary 
organisations. That should encourage the belief that the 
peace process will truly be an cxercise in democracy, 
not one influenced by the threat of violence. 


IV. COMMITMENT TO DECOMMISSIONING 


24. The second of the specific questions im paragraph 
seven of the Communique asks us “to report whether 
there is a clear commetment on the part of those in 
possession of sah arms to work constructively to 
achieve’ full and verifiable decommissioning. 


25 We have concluded that there is a clear commitment 
on the pa’ of those in possession of such arms 
to work constructively to achieve full and verifiable 
decommiss;onmng as part of the process of all-party 
negotiations, hut that commitment does not include 
decommis:comng prior to such negotiations. 


26. After careful consideration, on the basis of intensive 
discusuons with the Governments, the political parties, 
religious leaders, the security forces, and many others, 
we have concluded that the param:!jtary organisations 
will not decommission ary arms pror to all-party 
negotiations. That was the unanimous and emphatically 
expressed view of the representatives of the political 
parties close to paramilitary organisations on both sides 
ht was alo the wiew of the vast majonty of the 
Organisations and individuals who made oral and written 
submissions. It is not that they are all opposed to prior 
decommissioning To the contrary, many favour it. But 
thy are convinced that it will not happen. That 1s the 
reality with which all concerned must deal 


27. Competing vsews were advanced on prior decom- 
missioning. One was that decommissioning of arms 
must ccour prior to all-party negotiations. We were told 
that the clearest demonstration of adherence to demo- 
cratic princeples, and of a permanent end to the use of vi- 
olenee, 1s the safe removal and disposal of paramilitary 
arms, and that at this time only a start to decommission- 
ing will provede the confidence necessary for all-party 
Acgotiations to commence. In this view, all parties were 
aware of the need for prior decommissioning before the 
ceasefires were announced! and should not now he able 
to avon that requirement 


28. In the competing view we were told that decom- 
missioning of arms prot to all-party negotiations was 
not requested Hefore the announcement of the cease- 
fires, and that had it heen, there would have been no 
ceascfires. that those who entered into ceasefires did so 
im the Relief they would lead immediately to all-pany 


FRIS-WEL -96-017 
25 January 1996 


negotiabons, and thal the request for prior decomms- 
sioning, senously pursued for the first ime months after 
the ceasefires were declared, 1s merely a tactic to delay 
or deay such negotiations. In this view, the ceasctires 
having been maintained for ncarly a year and a hal! 
all-party negotiavons should begin immediately with no 


further requirements. 


29. We believe that cach sve of this argument reflects 
a core of reasonable concern which deserves to fe 
understood and addressed by the other side 


3. Those who insist on prior decommissioning need to 
he reassured that the commitment to peaceful and deme 
cratic means by those formerly supportive of politic alls 
mouvated violence 1s genuine and ireversibic, and that 
the threat or use of such violence will not he invoked to 
influence the process of negotiations of to chanve any 
agreed scttiement. 


31. Those who have been persuaded to abandon violence 
for the peaceful political path need to he reassured 
that a meaningful and inclusive process of negotiation 
is genuincly being offered to address the legitimate 
concerns of thew traditions and the need for new 
political arrangements with which all can entity 


32. Clearly, new approaches must be explored to over 
come this impasse. That is the purpose of the sia prin 
ciples we recommend. They invoke a comprehensive 
commitment to democracy and non-violence that ts im 
tended to reassure all parties to the negotiations 


V. DECOMMISSIONING DURENG ALL-PARTY 
NEGOTIATIONS 


43. One side has insisted that some de vommussonmy of 
arms must take place Hefore all-party negotiations ca 
begin. The other side has insisted Viat no decom, 
sioning can take place until the end ©) the process, after 
an agreed settlement has been reached. This has resulted 
in the current impasse 


34. The parties should consider an approach under 
which some decommissioning would take place dicing 
the process of all-party negotiations, rather than botor 
or after as the partics now urge Such an apptoah 
represents a compromise. If the peace process ts fo Move 
forward, the current impasse must be overcome While 
both sides have heen adamant in thei positions. both 
have repeatedly cxpressed the desire to move forward 
This approach provides them that opportunity 


48. In addition, it offers the parties an opportunity § 
use the process of decommissioning to build Contidence 
one step at a time during negotiations As progress 
is made on political issues, even modest mutual steps 
on decommissioning could help create the atmospher 
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needed for further sicps im 4 progressive paticrn of 
mounting trust and confidence. 


VL RECOMMENDATIONS: GUIDELINES ON 
THE MODALITIES OF DECOMMISSIONING 


36. The first of the specific questions in paragraph seven 
of the Communique asks us “to wWentify and advise on 


3 suitable and acceptable method for full and verifiahic 
decommissioning © 

37. We recommend the following guidelines on the 
modalities of decommissiomng. These recommenda- 
tons are realistic in light of the nature and scale of the 
arsenals in question, esumates of which were provided 
to us by the Governments and thei security forces. We 
believe these csumates to be accurate. 


38. Decommissioning should receive a high priority om 
all-party negotiations. The details of decommissioning. 
inchuding supporting confidence-huilding measures. tim- 
ing and sequencing, have to he determined hy the parties 
themselves. 


The decommissioning process should suggest neither 
victory nor defeat. 


99. The ceasefires and the peace process are products 
not of surrender bul rather of a willingness to address 
differences through political means. This essential fact 
should be reflected clearly in the modalities of the 
decommissioning process, which should not require that 
any party be seen to surrender 


The decommissioning process should take place to the 
salisfaction of an independent commission 


40. The decommissioning process should take place to 
the satisfaction of an independent commission accep: 
abic to all parties. The commission would be appornted 
by the British and Irish Governments on the basis of 
consultations with the other parties to the negotiating 
process. 


41. The commission should be adic to operate indepen- 
dently in both jurisdictions, and should enjoy appropn- 
ate legal status and immunity 


42. In addition to having availaNec to it independent 
sources of legal and technical advice and adequate 
field resources to receive and audit armaments and to 
observe and ~erify the decommissioning process, the 
commission should be ate to call upon the resources 
and the relevant technical expertise of the British and 
Irish Armies, when it 1s appropriate 


The decommissioning process should result in the 
complete destruction of armaments in a manner that 
contributes to public safety 
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43. The decommusssoning process should result im the 
complete destruction of the armaments. Procedures tor 
destruchon would include the cutung up of chapping of 
small arms and other weapons, the controlled caplomon 
of ammunition and ciplosives, and other forms of 
conventonal munitions disposal 


44. The decommisssomng process could encompass a 
vaticty of methads, subject to aegotiation, mchuding 
- « the transfer of armaments to the Commission of to 
the designated representatives of exther Government, for 
subsogucnt destruction, — the provision of information 
to the commision of to designated represcntatives 
et ether Government. leading to the discovery of 
amaments for sudsegucnt destruchon, and. — the 
depossting of armaments for collection and subsequent 
destruction, by the commission of Py representatives of 
either Government 


Parties should also have the option of destroying ther 
weapons themselves 


45. Pnority should he accorded throughout to ens wing 
that armaments are saicly handled and stored, aud ate 


not misappropriated 
The decommissonmng process should he fully veritiahic 


46. Whatever the options chosen for the destruction of 
armaments, including the destruction of weapons hy 
the parties themeclves, verification must occur to the 
satisfaction of the Commission 


47. The commission would record information required 
to momtor the process effectively. The commussion 
should have availaMe to it the relevant data of the 
Garda Swochana and the Royal Ulster Constabulary ht 
would report pernnadically to relevant parties on progress 
atveved in the decommissioning process 


The decommissioning process should not cupose ind) 
viduals to Prosecution 


48) Individuals involved im the decommiasonmng 
Process show/d not he prosecuted for the possession of 
those armaracnts, amnestics should Ne estahiished in 
law in both purisdictions. Armaments made availabic 
for decommissioning, whether directly of mdiectiy 
should he exempt under law from forensn cxaminaiion 
and information oMaimned as a result of the decormm. 
soning process should he inadmissiMe as evidence in 
courts of Law on cither purmediction 


49 Groups in possession of legal armaments should he 
tree to ofganise thew participation in the decommission 
ing prowess as they pudge appropriate, cg grows may 
designate particular individuals to deposit armaments on 
thew Nehalt 
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The decommuss) ning process should be mutual 


SO. Decommissioning would take place on the basis 
of the mutual commument and parucipation of the 


paramilitary organisations. 


This offers the parties another opportunity to use the 
process of decommissioning to build confidence onc 


step at a ume dunng acgotiavons 
VIL FURTHER CONFIDENCE-BUILDING 


Si. ht is wmportam for all participants to take steps 
to build confidence throughout the peace process. In 
the course of our discussions, many urged thal certain 
actions other than decommissiomng be taken to build 
confidence. We make no recommendations on them 
since they ae outside our remit, but we believe i 
appropriate to Comment on some since success im the 
peace process cannot be achieved solely by reference to 
the decommissioning of arms 


$2. Suppor for the use of violence 1s incompatible with 
parucipation in the democratic process. The carly ter- 
mination of paramilitary activities, including surveil- 
lance and targeting. would demonstrate a Commitment 
to peaceful methads and so build trust among other par- 
ties and alleviate the fears and anwecties of the general 
population. So, too, would the provision of information 
on the status of missing persons, and the return of those 
who have heen forced to leave thew communities under 
treat 


$3. Contunued action by the Governments on prisoners 
would holster trust, So would carly implementation of 
the proposed review of emergency legislation, consistent 
with the evolving security sttuation 


$4. Different views were capressed a to the weapons to 
he decommissioned. In the Commumgue, the Govern. 
ments made clear thew view that our remit 1s limited to 
those weapons held hy paramilitary organisations We 
accept and share that view. There is no equivalence he- 
tween such weapons and those held by security forces 
However, in the contest of building mutual confidence. 
we welcome the commitment of the Governments, as 
stated in paragraph nine of the Communiguc, “to con- 
nue to take fespomsive measures, advised by their re- 
spective security authorities, as the threat reduces 


5S. We share the hope. cupressed by many on all sides, 
that policing in Northern Ireland can be normalised as 
soon as the security situation permits. A review of the 
situation with respect to legally registered weapons and 
the use of plastic Dullets. and continued progress tow ard 
more balanced representation in the pole force would 
contribute to the Puriding of trust 
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$6. Several oral and written submissions rused the 
idea of an clocted body. We note the reference in 
paragraph three of the Communigue to whether and 
how an clected body could play a part’. Elections held 
im accordance with democratic principles cupress and 
reflect the popular will. If « were brovdly acceptadic, 
with an appropriate mandate, and within the three-str and 
structure, an clective process could contribute to the 
building of confidence. 


$7. Finally, the importance of further progress im the 
sactal and economic development of Northern Ircland 
and its communtiies was emphasised time and again in 
our mectings, in the contest of building confidence and 


establishing a lasting peace 
VITL. CONCLUDING REMARKS 


Sk. Last week we stood in Belfast and looked at a 
thirty foot lngh wall and at barners topped with ion 
and barbed wire. The wall, which has tromcally come 
to be known as the ‘peace line’, us a tangible symbol 
of the division of the people of Northern Ircland into 
two hostile communities. To the outsider both are warm 
and gencrous. Betweer themselves they are fearful and 
antagonistic 

59. Yet. « « now clear beyond dow that the vast 
majornty of the people of both traditions want to turn 
away from ‘he bitter past. There is a powerful dewre 
for peace in Northern Ircland. lt is that desire which 
creates the present opportunity 

4). This is a critcal ume in the history of Northern 
Ircland. The peace process will move forward or thin 
saciety Could slip back to the horror of the past quarter 
century 

61. Rignd adherence by the parties to thew past postions 
will semply continue the stalemate which har already 
lasted too long. In a society as deeply divided a 
Northern Ircland, reaching across the peace line 
requires a willingness to take risks for peace 


62. The risk may seem high but the reward is great a 


future of peace, equality and prosperity for all the poopie 
of Northern Ireland 


juigned| George J]. Muchell, John de Chastelan. Harr 
Holker 


January 22nd, 1996 
UK: Reactions to Mitchell Commixsion Report 


119240114149 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
mtaghth 1029 GMT 24 Jan 


[PBIS Transcribed Tex’! Deputy trish Prime Minister 
Dick Spring said the imuial response of his government 
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to the Muchell Arms Commision report was ‘one of 
welcome’. Mr Spring. who ws also Ircland’s foreign 
munister, sad: “The report augurs well for the future_ 


He sand he would make a fuller statement to the 
Dal, the Dublin Parliament, later today outhomng his 
Goverament's views. 


Dame hill Koight, vice<hairman of the influential 
1922 Tory backheach commutiee, sand 1 perwmally 
don't Gunk a ws rezsonadlic to adoqt such a poly 
of demanding that the British Government drops its 
weapons precondition 


Uniess weapons have heen handed over, there is fo 
indication of the sincerity of particepants im all-party 
talks. she told PA News 


Literal Democrat Ulster spokesman Lord Holme wel- 
comed the report 


These proposals from Senator Mitchell and his col- 
leagues deserve carcful conmsderation The Liberal 
Democrats whole-heartedly suppor thew = penerai 
thrust. he sas 


Everyone from the British Government to Sinn Fein 
will have difficulues with one part of another of the 
proposals, Put this must he a ime to move on from 
entrenched positions to substantive progress 


Spelthorne MP David Wilshire, vice-chairman of the 
Conservative Packhench Northern trcland commutice 
and a member of the Commons Northern Ircland sc- 
kext commettee, told PA News: We are heing asked to 
amcept that we negotiate with terrorists who sull have 
guns and cuplosives. | find thal a quite mntolcratc pow- 
thon. Mitchell finds 1 unrealistic to cupect paramilitaries 
to decommussion arms. I bepe he wall accept i is unre- 
alist to Cupect people like me to cave im on a matter 
of praciple — that you don't negotiate with armed ter. 
roriets 


At the opening of Pusiness in the Dail, the Dubin 
parliament, Irish Prome Minister John Bruton said there 
would he statements on the report from party leaders 
and spokesmen later toulay 


He descrifted as 4 constructive approach a suggestion 
by Progressive Democrat opposition party leader Mary 
Harney that the government should tahic a motion 
approving the document 


Ms Haroey «ad (| would he generally powtive about 
the report after reading If the report were to he 
approved im tus house, « would he quite powerful 


Mr Bruton rephed | think that ts 4 constructive 
approach, and | would hake to conser tt carefully 
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OPviously the government 1s Most aftious to proceed 
m comunchon with the Brush government on the 
follow-through on ths report, and we we engaged in 
imensive dialogue woth them on this matter at thus tome 


Certainly if a resoluvon of the kind suggesicd was 
helpful in that process, « ought well he we would he 
Most anwous to act on i 


1 must say I can see fo reason on principle for not doung 
it. But we should allow time for discussion 


Berue Abern. icader of the Fianna Fasl main opposition 
party, said he would Pack any motion along those lines 

Fu0 tmtal cramunavon of the report, we certamly 
wekome tt 


The Lister Unionists issued a statement saying it would 
he unthinkaMe to simply abandon the requirement 
for decommissioning Hetore all-party talks. But thew 
reaction to the Mitchell report was mised 


The statement stressed the reference i the Downing 
Strect Declaration to the need tor all parties to estahinsh 
a commitment to exclusively peacetul methads 


ht os a disappomtiment that the imternational body 
chaired by George Michell was unabic to find a way in 
which this requirement of the Downmg Street Dec lara 
thon could he met ummediately.” said the statement 


The Unionists sand that the report implied that the 
omstacle is simply the unrcasonatc otduracy of the 
par amulitaries 


The statement went on: In the hight of the clear pubix 
endorsement of prot decommissonng by 8% of all 
the peaple of Northern Ircland, an endorsement shared 
by 74° of SDLP supporters, would he unthinkaec to 
simply abandon thes requirement 


The Unionists sand the Michell report envisaged = a. 
tons Py paratmlitanes and others prot to talks mn order 
to build the necessary confidence 


We can wholeheartedly endorse the principles which 
do not depart trom the proaciples of the Downmg Street 
Declaration 


We call on all paramilitaries to affirm them total and 
aholute Commitment to these principles and to honour 
them hefore, during and after talks 


Those princuples are peace, democracy, the total onde- 
pendently verifiac disarmament of paramilitaries, the 
renunciation of violence and the threat of violence, a 
willingness to adhere to any agreement and a renuncia 
hon of any attempt to change agreements hy other than 
democrat and exclusively peacetul means and an end 
it sand 


to ‘pummhment killings and Neatings 
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The Usionsts also welcomed the referens © the 
concept of an clected body as a confidence Duskimng 


Lady Olga Maitland, sccretary of “he Tory Dackhench 
committee on Ulster, capressed her wornes over the 
report's suggestion that all- party talks should hegin 
before the TRA have decommissioned ay of ther 


‘| fem we ae going to end up in deadixk. she sad 


“This report was set up to advise, but I feel u's more of 
less an instruction,” she added But she welcomed the 
fepert’s support for the idea of an clected assembly 


Former Irish Prome Minster Albert Reynolds - one of 
the key players in moves that led to the IRA ccasctire - 


He declared: “In general terms represents a good 
day's “ork. They have not given everybody everything 
wanted, bul they have struck the mght Palance. and 
produced a formula to enaMe everyone to move forw ard 


“All in all, they have provided a way off the hook for 
Joba Major, He sand they if there was a different way 
w deal with arms decommissioning, he would give i 
serious Comeder ation 


‘| heheve there is cnough here to satiety Mr Major 


‘T have never Heleved that decommissioning was a pre- 
condition for talks. | have taken that stand from the start 
I heheved 1 was empractical and wnattanatic, and now 
the commission is of the same wew 


Shadow Northern Ircland scoretary Maryone Mowlam 
welcomed the Muchell report 


“We hope that all parties take stock and study the report 
carefully and look af the many options that Mitchell puts 
on the talc to bring trust and confidence towards the 
development of all- party talks as soon as 1s Powwhe 


“t's only Py talking, t's only by dialogue, that we will 
move the process forward 


Mr Ahern called on the British and Ineh governments 
and all parties to accept the Mitchell commision report 
without resery ation 


He said that move would pave the way for the immed: 
ate commencement of all -party talks Py the end of Fe> 


fuary, as agroe” im principle Py the two poveraments 
Literal Democrat leader Paddy Ashdown sant 1 Chink 


senator Mitchell has done a serous. careful, thorough 
mece of work 
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ht deserves the support of all sades and | hebeve a 
pong to pal a 


“1 Gunk. i parvcular, that his wdentificaton of the tact 
that « 1s atsolutcly essential for those who, up until 
now, have heen involved in terrormm., to give clea and 
concrete signals to those who they have terromsed tha 
they have given up the bullet and the bomP in favour 
of the Dallct bos, ts central to the process of petting 
the peace talks goung and vital to the process of having 
them con bluded 


And tes wWentificaion of thal principle sccm to mc 
righ and support ahic 


i reams my vwew that the best way to do that 
through the process of decommissonmg. but Scnaior 
Mitchell has propesed an alternative way in which that 
might he done 


So. 4 & sefiows, @ deserves suppor, ut descrves 
thorough comiershen and | hope nt will unlock the 
roadblock ahead of us and anticipate that nt will 


And he proposed « lomited, all-ircland amnesty on the 
handing wm of Semica, unconnected with the peace 
process, as De sand it os an entirely offensive weapon 
This wad add to confidence- hurlding, be sad 


Gary McMichact of the fringe loyalit Uloter Dem 
ctratx Party, sad the report was “4 pemuine atiemm to 
deal with a very compiles tnswe and hes party was poung 
to look at ot on detail 


He welcomed the proposal of an amnesty over past 
creme when arms were finally decommewoned He san 
it had heen in the UDP eahenieston te the Commewon 


Is 1 realestic to cupect that the paramulitary organisa 
homes are poring to hand over of decommission some of 
thet weapons and are handing over the personne! for 
prosecution on domg wo’, be asked But he said the 

how and when of decommisssonmg loyalist weapons 
would he a matter for the Comtuned Loyal Military 
Command 


Mr McMichac! sand his party was prepared to enter inte 
all-party talks without any precondition 


The Alhance Party urged all parties to take a very 
cactul took at the report 


But a spokesman sad | think 1 poses capecially a 
ht of questions for Sean Fem hecawe it does take the 
JecomMmsemoning teuc very. veTy scriously 


The Commision ts saying tf 1 very, Hportant hec aus 
of the Concerns so many people i the community have 
ahuourt the powwMlity of a return to wiolenoe 
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John Hume. leader of the nationalist SDLP. told Chan- 
aci 4's House to House pro gramme he “certunly hoped” 
there would be no anpounceracnt in the Commons later 
of an elective assembly ‘or Ulster. 


He sad: “That is oo a1 the report recommends. ht 
say’ hat if & were beoe’ly acceptable, with an appro- 
priate mandate, apt wil’, ‘se thwee-strands structure. 
an elected process cow: © i iy to the building of 
confidence. 


"We have made very clew thal. as pat of that three 
strand process, certainly we will be discussing imet- 
tutions for Northers Ireland, and an clected body can 
emerge from that — bul not as a precondition and not 
as the body in which actual negotiations take place. 
“We want to sce all the partics coming to the tabic to 
discuss the three strands, and — in the discussions on 
what institutions we have to create in Northern Ireland 
— we would be discussing, there is no dow! .. a 
assembly 

“But to have an assembly in advance a the body which 
does the negouations, all you require is commonsense 
to know that that is the most difficull posite way of 
negotiating because we have been down that road twice 
before in Northern Ireland” 


Ulster Unionist leader David Trimic said he was “not 
opurmustic” that the target date for talks by the end of 


February could be met. 


The only Mitchell recommendation was a firm commut- 
ment to sa principles, which should he honoured before. 
during and after talks. 


The second principle was total disarmament, he said 


“ht would be imteresting to see the response of the 
paramulitanies to them and interesting to sce what they 
do to show that they ae honouring these principics 
as we move towards talks,” Mr Trimble told the BRC 
Radio 4 World at One programme. 


“Mitchell says that these commitments must be hon- 
oured before talks just as the Downing Sweet deciara- 
thon says that the commitment to peaceful means must 
he estaished hefore talks 


“We need actions of some sort that will pout clearly 
and unequivocally to a renunciation of wolence 


‘The real problem with weapons is: why are people 
hanging on to weapons if they are Commutiod to peaceful 
means’ 


irish & puty Premier Dick Spring welcomed the report, 
saying tt could bold the seeds of a resolution. “lh is an 
otyective report, it's fam-munded and it obviously can 
bring great weight to Dear on «hal we are all trying to 


UNITED KINGDOM 


do,” he saad. He understoad the dept of fochng among 
people in Northern Ircland 


“But the report sets out to address them distrust and the 
fears. it emphasises confidence, reassurance and trust. | 
hope peaple on both sides can take the report on its 
merits,” he told the World at Onc 


The report, he saod, was challenging for all parucs. 1 
believe there 1s cnough im i to bring both Mr Trimabic 
and Mr Adams on board if we want to make the progress 
that has to be made,” he sad 


ht was the “firm am” of both the Insh and the UK 
governments that talks should stam by the cad of 
February, said Mr Spring 


“We want to intensify ihe politcal talks. We will be 
doug that in a matier of days - both governments, 


hopefully, domng that together 


“1 stoll (unk we can achieve the all-party talks by the 


end of February if people are prepared to take thal leap 
of fath the report would ask them to do. 


Andrew Hummer MP ( Basingstoke), chairman of the Con- 
servative Northern Ircland Commutice, told BBC Radio 
4's World at One programme that the report was ‘disap- 
pointing’. But he saad: “There are some very goad pornts 
indeed, and certainly the recommendations are worthy 
of full cond vation and tt may be possible to Purld 
on them and advance towards “li-pany negotiations 
He sad the recommendations should not he dismissed 
arbitrarily and were a basis for further preparatory dia- 


logue 


UK: Secretary Mayhew Awewes Mitchell Report 
MS2501112996 London BBC Televimon Networt 
im English 2245 GMT 24 Jan 


[Interview with Northern Ircland Secretary Su Patnck 
Mayhew, by presenter Peter Snow. on the London Studio 
from the “Newsmght program — live] 


[PBIS Transcrited Text) (Snow) Are you running imte 
more trouble than you had hefore, is i posse this idea 
of having clectons could win you more opponents than 
you have for your other proposals’ 


[Mayhew] | do not understand that thought at all. Not 
very long ago 
|Snow, wmterrupting}] You have the Insh government 


unhappy you have got Sinn Fein and the SDLP [Social 
Democratic Labour Party) very unhappy 


[Mayhew interrupting} Not very long ago you were 
saying. How look bere thi is an impossie impasse 
«) surely some sort of new thinking has got to he 
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found. we could have sat still and just looked at that 
road black, and saad there won't be commussson, and so 
that's Dal we go on as we are [sentence as beard). Now 
I beheve that i ts sensibic to Jook for away round as the 
prime munister has said on this program tonight. try to 
find a balanced way by which people can be induced 
to sit round the table and talk, and thus idca of an 
clecuon, ongmating in Northern Ircland does provide 
a way of overcoming what Mitchell finds, namely no 
decommussioning because the paramilitaries will pot. 
not because they can't, they will not, that is the impasse, 
we afc taking a positive step to sce whether we can find 
a way round through elections. 


[Snow] But just supposing there is an alternative to 
selected body which | will come and discuss with you in 
a moment, just supposing Sinn Fei. just supposing that 


they accepted all these quite thorough going principles 
m full, plus all these idea of confidence building 


measures as Senator Mitchell proposes. then wouldn't 
he possible for you to go back to the parties and 
say, look Sinn Fem are now renouncing al! use of 
force, the threat of use of force, total disarmament 
of all paramilitary organisations, accepting all these 
principles, surely you can now sit down reassured that 
they are commutted to peace’ 


[Mayhew] Well you have had the icader of the Ulster 
Unionists Party, the largest Unionist Party on this 
program a few minutes ago, saying that that would not 
he sufficient they need in the circumstances to have an 
clection. | can very well understand why that can be the 
case. But what we have got to do is to wait and see what 
does happen, and take the temperature in the political 
track al! the political parties siting together as the report 
urges them now to do. Very interestingly to me is that 
nobody has asked Mr Adams whether he docs What 
the government has done, to accept straight away these 
sa promcipes 

[Saow, mmterrupting) Well we will hear about chat in the 
neu few days 


(Mayhew! Well that is very interesting, but why is 
i such a matter of contemplation for him to answer 
the question, afe you prepared to wugn up to the 
princeple of total decommussioming of all arms held hy 
pararmlitanes. now is he going to he prepared to do that. 
is he going to be prepared to sign up to the priniple 
that everyhody must actually take effective steps to see 
that fo pumshment killings and heatings go on. not very 
difficult why has he not heen asked that 


[Snow] Let's come on to your wea though of these 
elections Now you heard from Crossmagien just how 


deeply apposed. pust how deeply concerned people arc 
m@ the dca of any kind of return to anytung even of 
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the resonance of Stormont [Insh Parhament) about 1 
Why ae you provoking that kind of concera and worry 


in Repubbhcan and Nationalist minds by producing ths 
idea of clectons’ 


[Mayhew] Well first of all let me say that | understand 
the classxc Natbonalist objection that we have beard in 
the past for a jong ume to clectioms, because they fcar 
that thes ts 4 return to a Stormont regime. Everybody 
who has put forward this idea of clocbom is providing 
a way round the road Diock, has cone out of thew way 
to imsist thal nobody wants thal, 1 is not practicable, 
nobody wants i, thal is certainly ‘he josmion of the 
British government, it is Certainly he potion of the 
Ulster Unsonet Party as we beard in ihe House of 
Commons this afternoon. So | understand \hat and don't 
distmiss vt, 2nd I thunk i ts important that that fear 
should be overcome. But equally you can see i the 
other way, now it is not very far from Crossmagien « 
Newry it 1 only fourteen months ago since a posts 
worker was murdered by the local IRA in Newry, and 
it os the failure even to begin to decommission their 
arms, even to begin, that is all the prime minister sand 
* berg asked, faure cven to begin that gives rise to 
the fear that people are holding onto those weapons for 
the influence that they give them, and Mr Mitchell — 
Senator Michell says that ts a reasonable fea 


[Snow] OK, so you ae goung down the road now 
suggesting alternative, the idea of elections. If Sinn Fem 
if the SDLP say sorry i is just not on, have you got a 
veto’ 


[Mayhew] If the SDLP say i ts just fot on as a major 
party, then there 1s oPwiously a major obstacle im the 
way of all-party talks 


|Saow, mmterrupting| So clections are out’ 
[Mayhew] What are we talkong about’ 
[Snow] No, no clectons’ 


[Mayhew]! Oh clections, well let us wait and see what 
happens, «t would he a very strange tang, wouldn't 
for a party that has spent many years saying let's pet 
everyhody around the tahic to haulk at an clecvon which 
when its conducted in accordance with demactatx 
principles, Senator Mitchell's report says serves only 
to find owt what people want 


[Sow] Is everyone's coment casential to clacthom” 


|[Mayhew! Elections have to he elections that will show 
what most people want Now we know what mow 
people who are polled want, seventy percent of the 
people as you Pave already sand im (us program want 
clecthoms, and the majorny of the people in the STYP 
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want them. Here is a way round positively put forward 
by the government I hope on reflection that people are 
going (oO see it as such and say we are democrats let's 
take the temperature in an election and take a way 
forward from that. 


[Snow] Mr Mayhew thank you very much. 


UK: Ulster Unionists Accepts Mitchell Report 
LD240!1132596 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1214 GMT 24 Jan 96 


[By Deric Henderson, PA News] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Ulster Unionist Party 
today vowed to accept the Mitchell Commission report. 


MP Mr Ken Maginnis said members from the most 
senior to the most junior will have no difficulty in 
accepting the principles. “Very obviously the Ulster 
Unionist Party will accept the report and hope that 
progress can be made,” he told PA News. “It contains 
a good deal of what we have been advocating for some 
considerable ume.” 


Mr Maginnis said it was now up to other parties to give 
“unequivocal and non-evasive answers to the simple 
guestion: ‘Do you accept the report in its entirety?” 


And he said the fact that the commission's report 
omitted to endorse the Government's precondition of 
4 Start to arms decommissioning “will be less and less 
important as more and more of the participants to the 
process in Northern Ireland made their comments to the 
principles contained therein”. 


UK: Major Makes Statement on Mitchell Report 
112401231696 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1906 GMT 24 Jan 96 


[By Parliamentary Staff, PA News] 


\{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Prime Minister, in the 
prepared text of his Commons statement on Northern 
Ireland, said: 


I shall make a statement on the report of the Inter- 
national Body on the decommissioning of illegal arms 
which was published earlier today. 


The key to progress in Northern Ireland is confidence 
— confidence to enable the parties to sit down together 
without threat of force. The retenuon of arms by the 
paramilitaries on both sides is the Diggest single factor 
in holding back that confidence. It has so far prevercied 
the holding of all-party talks 


That ts one of the reasons why we and the Insh Gov- 
ernment established the international body to provide 
an independent assessment of the decommissioning 1s- 
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suc as one track of the twin tracks mnitiative John Bruton 
and | launched last November. 


“The body's remit was to identify and advise on 
acceptable methods of verifiable decommissioning, and 
to report on the commitment of the paramilitaries to 
work constructively to achieve that. We set the body 
the challenging target of reporting by mud- January 
1 am extremely grateful to Senator Mitchell and his 
colleagues for the energy and determination with which 
they have completed their task. 


Mr. Mi jor said: “The body's maa conclusions are 


— That the total and verifiable disarmament of all 
paramilitary organisations has nearly universal support 
and must continue to be a principal obyective 


— That to reach an agreed political settlement and 
take the gun out of politics, all parties should commit 
themselves to, and honour, six principles embodying the 
path of democracy and non- violence 


These principles include 


— The total and verifiable disarmament of all paramil- 
lary Ofganisalions 


— The renunciation of force and the threat of force 


— Agreemeni to abide peacctully by whatever agree- 
ment is finally reached 


— An end to so-called punishment killings and heatings 


— That there is a clear commitment on the part of those 
In possession of illegal arms to work constructively 
to achieve full and verifiable decommissioning as part 
of the process of all-party negotiauions — the body 
makes a senes of recommendations on the modalities 
of decommissioning of illegal arms. They emphatically 
declare that there 1s no equivalence between such arms 
and those held by the security forces. They mghtly 
emphasise the need for independent verification 


-— That other confidence building measures are needed, 
such as an end to targeting of potential victims by 
the paramilitaries, information on missing persons and 
the return of those previously intimidated out of thei 
homes.” 


The Pnme Minister told the Commons The body also 
record their conclusion, on the hasis of their discussions, 
that the paramilitaries wal! not decommrssion any arms 
prior to all-party negotiations 


“The House will note that the body did not conclude 
that they cannot decommussion bul that they wall not 
The House will draw its own conclusions 
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“Although the body make no formal recommendation on 
this pont, they suggest an approach under which some 
decommissioning would take place during the process 
of all-party negotiations. 


“The Government welcome the Body's endorsement 
of the seriousness of the decommissioning issue. We 
welcome and fully endorse the six principles they set 
out. We call on all parties to do the same. 


“It all concerned were to accept these principles, and 
honour them, as the international body also nghtly em- 
phasise, that would be a significant step forward. Even 
more significant would be if, in addition, all parties, par- 
uculariy Sinn Fein, also joined the two Governments in 
supporting the wide principles of consent set out in the 
Downing Street declaration. 


“The Government also welcome the body's broad rec- 
ommendations on the modalities of the decommission- 
ing process. We are ready to implement them. It 1s now 
for those in possession of illegal arms to say whether 
they will accept and act on them. We look forward to 
an carly and definitive response from the paramilitaries 
on both sides.” 


Mr. Major told MPs: “We welcome too the emphasis on 
other confidence -building measures. If the paramilitaries 
give up thew present practice of keeping themselves 
ready for a return to action, that will be a most welcome 
sign of real commitment to peaceful methods. Otherwise 
gun-law continues to hang over the heads of the people 
of Northern Ireland 


‘There ts therefore much in the report we can welcome 
and endorse. But the practical problem remains: how to 
bring all the parties together 


Self-evidently the best way to generate the necessary 
confidence ts for the paramilitaries to make a start to the 
decommissioning process. We see no reason why they 
should not 


‘There can be no justification for the maintenance of 
private armics by those who claim to be committed 
to exclusively peaceful means. Opinion polls im both 
Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic have shown 
overwhelming public support in both communities for 
decommissioning before talks. We shall therefore keep 
up the pressure for an immediate start to this process 


However | am not prepared to accept that any one 
group should. through thei intransigence, stand in the 
way of peace and a comprehensive setiiement for the 
people of Northern Ircland. We will not be deflected 
from our aim. It ts now apparent that there may well 
he another way forward, consistent with the has 
principles we have always adhered to 


FBIS-WEU-96017 
25 January 1996 


“One of the confidence-building measures taken up by 
the international body is the idea of an election. The 
body made clear that a broadly acceptable clective 
process, with an appropriate mandate and within the 
three-strand structure, could contribute to the building 
of confidence. 


“The Government believe that such an elective process 
offers a viable alternative direct route to the confidence 
necessary to bring about all-party negotiations. In this 
context it is possible to imagine decommissioning and 
such negotiations being taken forward in paralic! 


“The election proposal orginated in Northern Ireland 
and, as recent opinion polls have shown, has widespread 
cross-commun'|y support there. A number of partics 
including those led by David Trimble and the Rev 
lan Paisley, as well as the Alliance Party, have pur 
forward proposals for some form of elected body as 
a means of bringing all parties together, even i the 
paramilitaries persist in their refusal to decommussion 
Prior to negotiation. 


“It is true that other parties have registered their 
concerns. They will certainly need to be addressed 
We will discuss urgently with all the parties how to 
overcome them But in a democratic sysiem like ours | 
cannot see how elections could be regarded by any ot 
the parties as a side issuc of as a block to progress 


Mr. Mayor told the House: “As the Mitchell report says 
“‘Llections held in accordance with democratic principles 
express and reflect the popular will’. So ict me make 1 
quite clear to the House that we are ready to introduce 
legislation, and to seek both Houses’ urgent approval 
for it, in order to allow an clective process to go ahead 
as soon as may be practicable | would hope that this 
will attract support nght across the House 


To sum up, we beleve that, in the light of the 
Mitchell report, there are two ways in which all-party 
negotiations can now he taken forward. Both are fully 
consistent with the six principles set out in the report 


“The first is for the paramilitaries to make a start | 
decommissioning before all-party negotiations They 
can — if they will. If not, the second is to secure a 
democratic mandaic for all- party negotiations through 
clections specially for that purpose 


Two routes to all-party negotiations and to decommuis 
soning. The choice between them is ultimately for the 
parties themselves. | believe that the people of Northern 
Ireland have every nght to expect that one of other of 
these routes will be taken and taken soon 


For our part we, together with the Irish Government 
will intensify our discussions with all the partics | 
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intend to meet the Taoiseach again in the middie of 
February to review progress. 


“The people of Northern Ireland are enjoying today’s 
peace. They want it to be permanent. They also want and 
deserve political progress. It is ume to put old enmities 
aside and to allow the people of Northern Ireland and 
their representatives once again to have a normal say in 
their future and their affairs. 


“The proposals I have put forward today require all 
concerned to take risks for peace. We have done 
so before and will do so again, consistent with our 
principles. That is what is needed if we are to build 
on the achievements of the past two years. 


“Let us never forget that we are dealing here with the 
lives of innocent men, women and children. We are 
dealing with their future and the future of Northern 
Ireland. In the end our obligation as politicians ts to 
the people we govern. 


"1 pledge that I will leave no stone unturned to deliver 
to the people of Northern Ireland on a permanent basis 
the precious privilege of peace they have now enjoyed 
for 17 months.” 


UK: Reactions to Major's Election Proposal 
MS2501115296 London THE TIMES in English 
25 Jan 9% py 


[Report by Nicholas Watt: “Election Plan Cools Early 
Welcome For Peace Blueprint | 


[FBIS Transcribed Texi} John Major's proposal to hold 
ciecuions in Northern Ireland drew a cooi response last 
might from the Irish Government, which remains deeply 
sceptical of establishing an elected body in Northern 
Ireland. 


John Bruton, the Insh Prime Minister, who spoke to 
Mr Major vesterday, pointedly remarked that the body 
was one issue which London and Dublin had agreed to 
discuss in them “twin-track process 


Mr Bruton underlined his inttation with Britain by 
saying that the Mitchell Commission had said that an 
clected body would have to meet strict criteria 


Speaking in Dublin, Mr Bruton sand: The Mitchell! 
report sand that an clected body could play a useful 
part if it was broadly acceptable to both nationalists 
and Unionists, if it had an appropriate mandate and i! 
it respected the three-stranded approach. This would 
mean that Dublin would have to be given a role in the 
assembly 


The Taoweach added that Unionists would have to 
persuade nationalists of the merits of the body He 
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added: “The important thing | want to stress is ... to 
establish that Unionists and nationalists are partners in 
a joint endeavour. They will only achieve that if they 


sit down together.” 


Dublin shares the concerns of the SDLP [Social Demo- 
cratic Labor Party) and Sinn Fein that an elected body 
would hand Unionists a veto over political develop- 
ments in Northern Ireland. They believe that an assem- 
bly should be established only as a result of an agree- 
ment reached at all-party talks. They fear that Mr Ma- 
jor’s proposals would amount to an internal settlement 
in Northern Ireland. 


Gerry Adams, the Sinn Fein president, reacted funously 
to Mr Major's proposals, accusing the Pnme Minister 
of “dumping” the Anglo-Insh twin-track process. In a 
terse statement issued in Belfast, Mr Adams said: The 
Mitchell report was the conclusion of one track of the 
twin track which was set up to move us all into all-party 
talks by the end of February. In his reacuon to this John 
Major has effectively dumped the (win-track process 
He 1s quite clearly acting in bad faith by swapping onc 
precondition to all-party talks for another 


In an echo of John Hume's comments in the House of 
Commons, the Sinn Fein president added: John Mayor 
has now adopted an entirely Unionist agenda im an 
attempt to buy Unionist votes at Westminster 


It was left to Bertie Ahern, the leader 0. the main 
opposition Fianna Fail party, to express the anger felt 
in Dublin last night at Mr Major's comments. He said 
that he regretted that even before the ink had dred on 
the Mitchell report Mr Major had, in effect, reyected its 
findings. 


The angry nationalist response to the elected body 
contrasted with upheat comments earlier in the day from 
across the political spectrum. Hopes had been raised that 
the Mitchell Commission would break the deadlock in 
the Northern Ireland peace process when Unionists and 
Sinn Fein gave the report a favourable reaction 


Mr Adams had sounded an upheat note when he 
said within minutes of the report's publication that it 
provided a basis for moving torward 


David Trimble, the leader of the Ulster Unionists 
was more circumspect, bul he was heartened by the 
recommendation that political partes should sign up 
to six principles. The MP for Upper Bann took hear 
that the first two principles called on parties to commit 
themselves to democratic and exclusively peaceful 
means and to the total disarmament of all paramilitary 
organisations 
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Ulster Unionists were disappointed, but not surprised, 
that the international commission backed away from 
calling on terrorists to decommission some of their 
arms before talks. In a statement, the party underlined 
its disagreement with the report's main finding by 
poimtng out thal a recent opinion poll in the BELFAST 
TELEGRAPH showed that 83 per cent of people in 
Northern Ireland wanted terrorists to disarm. 


The Democratic Unionists — the only mainstream po- 
liucal party to refuse to meet the commission — re- 
jected the report out of hand. Peter Robinson, the party's 
deputy leader, said: “If one puts all the ingredients for 
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fudge into the pot then thal is exactly what will come 
out. Those who proposed the setting up of this commus- 
sion now look rather ridiculous set beside the failure of 
the body to extract one bullet from terrorist organisa- 
uuons.” 


The wrmest carly response had come from the Irish 
Government. In a statement to Parliament, Dick Spring. 
Deputy Prime Minister, said: “It is clear from the report 
that they have gone to great lengths to be fair to al! 


viewpoints. 
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Ireland: Spring Views Major's Election Proposal 
MS2501094196 London BBC Television Network 
in English 2235 GMT 24 Jan % 


{Interview with Deputy Prime Minister Dick Spring by 
presenter Peter Snow on 24 January; Spring in Dublin, 
Snow in London studio; from the “Newsnight” program 
— recorded] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Snow] Well earlier | spoke 
with the lish Deputy Prime Minister Dick Spring, and 
he welcomes the Mitchell's report, but | asked him if 
he had been consulted about Mr Major's idea of a new 
elected body in Northern Ireland? 


{Spring} It has been discussed over the last number of 
months because obviously SINCE Mr Trimbie raised it, 
it has been on the agenda, and we have always said 
we have no difficulties if Mr Trimble wants to come 
to the talks and discuss the prospect of an assembly in 
Northern Ireland clected body, we do have difficulties 
with having the idea of having election nght now or in 
the near future. 


[Saow, interrupting] Why’ 


[Spring] Because it is coming from one side of the 
divide in Northern Ireland, it has provided difficulties 
that have proven difficult in the past, as has been said 
many umes it did not work in 1975, it did not work 
in 1982. and we want to avoid polarization in Northern 
Ireland. | think THAT we have a far better prospect if 
we get the parties to sign up to the six principles in 
the Michell report. If we would get them to do that I 
believe it will allow us to move on from where we are 
at the present time to the all-party talks. 


[Snow] But Mr Spring you still have the problem that 
even if Mr Trimble is making it quite clear, even if 
all sorts commitments are made on these six principles, 
unless some arms are handed over before all-party talks 
that track want work, and the alternative he suggests 
with the prime ministers support is for this election to 


take place? 


[Spring] Well we have had the impasse for many many 
months, we set up the twin-track process, fully sup- 
ported and subscribed to by the Irish and British gov- 
ernments, we have a report as | said a very good solid 
deal worked by Senator Mitchell and his colleagues, we 
should now use that report to the full. The suggestion in 
relation to an election is contained in one line in pare 
graph fiftysix of the report and in effect it 1s a very om 
part of the report. I think we must not lose sight of 
bulk of the report particularly, the six principles w! 

are very closely close to the Downing Street Dec! wo 
tion paragraph ten and the requirements of it 


IRELAND 1s 


[Snow] Can we make this very clear though, are you 
saying that if the chosen track for Mr Major now ts to 
go ahead and call elections in Northern Ireland you will 
say no to that? 


[Spring] Well Mr Major if | heard him correctly, I did 
listen very clearly a number of umes today, he said he 
is ready — he is ready if it is practicable. I assume he 
means it is practical if Sinn Fein and the SDLP [Social 
Democratic Labour Party} sign up for elections, | would 
hope that David Trimble and others who want those 
clecuons would come to talks with the Irish government 
and with the parties and pursuade us of the validity and 
the merits of elections. 


[Snow] Thank you very much Mr Spring 
{Spring} Thank you. 


Ireland: Albert Reynolds Views Mitchell Findings 
MS2501114196 London INDEPENDENT in English 
25 Jan 96 pls 


{Article by Albert Reynolds, former Irish prime minis- 
ter: “Let us Delay Full Talks no Longer | 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The clearest single message 
from the report by the international body on decommis- 
sioning is that we must banish fear and rebuild trust and 
confidence. At cach stage of the peace process, trust has 
been more important than any particular issue: appar- 
ently insoluble problems with words like “permanent 
and “clarification” have been solved. The ceasctires 
themselves — which most people thought unachievable 
were achieved because trist had been built 


Senator Mitchell and his colleagues have touched the 
very heart of the problem when they say that the 
decommissioning issue is merely a symptom of the 
absence of trust. My hope is that both governments and 
all parties will see in the report a clear opportunity to 
make up the ground that has been lost and to move 
towards inclusive all-party talks 


I have always held that decommissioning before talks 
was unacceptable. Perhaps more pertnently, | have 
always felt t was unobtainable. And it was never agreed 
or accepted that i would be a precondition for the 
staring of talks 


That said, the suggestion in the report that some forms 
decommissioning could take place by agreement as 
it of the talks process would be a valuable confidence- 
ding measure, which could prove the bina fides of 
| partes concerned and speed the process of rebuilding 
trust. Only with a resumption of dialogue will that 


happen 
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My view on the aced for inclusive dialogue has always 
been direct and uncluttered: while dialogue is taking 
place there can be no excuse in any quarter for 4 return 
to violence or killing, the report endorses this view in 
the clearest terms. 


Looking on in recent months, my single greatest fear 
has been that the delay, the inactivity and the vacuum 
created would put an unnecessary strain on an already 
strained process. We have seen peace being jcopardised, 
we have seen pragmatism being replaced by dogmatism 
and the result has been disquieting. 


The spectre of violence has begun to creep hack mm. And 
such a discouraging trend can only go in one direction if 
it 18 NOt stopped. A return to the table and a resumption 
of real dialogue is the only way to prevent the ugly 
possitility of a return to violence and to work out a 
just and lasting settlement in a totally democratic and 
exclusively peaceful manner. The commission's report 
ports out everything in that direction and no other. 


If any side sees in the recommendations further cause 
for stalling, sees them as another obstacle, then a senous 
question must hang over their commitment to finding a 
solution. 


One thing | know in my heart is that people throughout 
ireland and Britain want a continuation of the normal 
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life they are now enjoying — normal life which was 
absent for 25 years. | know that people never want to 
see a return to killing, maiming and sorrow. And no onc 
will thank of respect cither government or any party 
— if they allow surmountaMe difficulties to threaten 
peace. No one could expect all thew views to prevail 
in this report, and that has no happened. All sides must 
expect to Compromise and to leave behind past histone al 
positions in order to create the environment tor all- 
party talks. | beheve there os sufficient here for both 
governments and all sides to go along with. And I would 
deplore any attempt to substitute one precondition with 
another, which appears to be the present position of the 
British government. Of course, an elected assembly can 
be on the agenda ior debate at all-party talks 


The steps to peace were enshrined in the Downing Street 
declaraion when we spoke about achieving peace. 
stability and reconciliation through a process of dialogue 
and cooperation. We need a return to the trust which 
brought about that focus and clarity. It is ume to start 
the inclusive dialogue with everything on the table and 
everybody at the table 
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Germany's Schaeuble on French Economic 
Initiative 


AU2401 154296 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 
in German 24 Jan9 pil 


[Report by “ebo": “Schacuble Contradicts Chirac”) 


{(FBIS Translated Text] Pars, 23 Jan — Wolfgang 
Schaeuble does not think that there will be a “formal 
imtiative” by Germany and France to stimulate growth. 
That ts what the chairman of the CDU [Christian Demo- 
craic Union/CSU [Christian Social Union] Bundestag 
group said after having talks with French President 
Jacques Chirac and Prime Minister Alain Juppe in Panis. 
Bonn has ‘very little” room to act at the moment, and 
that 1s why there will certainly be “no miracle cure.” 


The CDU politician thus indirectly contradicted Pres- 
idem Chirac, who announced a Franco-German initia- 
tive to stimulate the economy last weck. Schacuble said 
that the main topics discussed dunng his meeting with 
Chirac were Economic and Monetary Union [EMU]. 
EU expansion, NATO, and foreign and security policy. 
They agreed that Europe is a “crucial question” for both 
countries, Schaeuble said. 


They share the same view on the importance of EMU 
Both countries want to stick to the Maastricht criteria 
and the EMU schedule, Schaeuble said. “Paris and Bonn 
are working together and in the same direction, toward 
this arm, he added. Yet, differences have to be taken into 
account with regard to Maastricht. France's priorities 
are to stimulate the economy and employment. while the 
Germans consider the stability of the European currency 
of greater importance. Paris is concerned about the high 
imerest rates, while in Germany there 1s “not much 
room” for further interest rate cuts 


He said that he agrees with Juppe that “nothing can be 
achieved” with a demand-onented policy that ts financed 
by detts. What is decisive is that new jobs are created 
in the service industry. Deregulation and privatization in 
the public sector are the nght approach. Schacuble thus 
indirectly encouraged Pans to continue the controversial 
policy that led to large-scale strikes in December 


Schacutle dij not want to comment on the growing 
criticism in France of EMU. The dehate in Germany. 
on the other hand, seems to spur him on. “1 consider 
a domestic-policy dispute over EMU possible, and | 
do not even think that this is bad,” Schacuble said. If 
SPD [Social Democratic Party of Germany] politicians 
Lafontaine and Schroeder came out of them reserve, this 
would “make things casicr, because then one could 
‘fight democratically” at last 
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Germany: Kinkel To Discuss Chechnya With 
Russians 


LD2501110296 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
1012 GMT 25 Jan % 


[FBIS Translated Text) Saarbruecken (DDPADN) — 
German Foreign Minister Kiaus Kinkel has said he will 
speak plainly about Russia's reaction to the hostage cri- 
sis in Dagestan during his impending visit to Moscow. 
The hostage-taking had without dou been an act of 
terrorism, Kinkel said. However, Russia had “reacted in 
a disproporuonate manner, Kinkel said on Saarlaendis- 
cher Rundfunk {radio}. 


The German Government had “a great deal of under- 
standing” for the fact that the “territornal integrity, as 
far as Chechnya was concerned, has to be solved as 
Russia wishes, he added. However, the way in which 
Russia was trying to dea! with the problem in practice 
could not “meet with our complete approval.” 


The minister stressed: “We must have an cnormous 
interest in finding a peaceful and political solution to 
the Chechnya issue.” This ts the way in which he will 
address the subject in talks with the Russian president 
and the new Russian foreign minister. 


Germany: Minister Hoyer on Czech EU 
Membership 


AU2401173596 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
24 Jan po 


[Report by Wilhelm Hadler. “Prague Applies For EU 
Membership | 


[FBIS Translated Text} Yesterday, the Czech Republic 
applied to jon the EU, the last of the four Visegrad 
counties (Hungary, Poland, the Czech Republic, and 
Slovenia [as published]) to do so. Even Romania and 
the three Baltic countries Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia 
have filed their applications to join the EU; they did 
so last year. Political observers dou whether this is 
an appropriate time for the Czech Republic to apply 
in view of the tension in German-Crech relations. But 
Werner Hoyer, minister of state in the Foreign Ministry, 
does not see this as a cause for concern. “German-Crech 
relations are much better than their reputation,” he says 


Speaking to DIE WELT, Hoyer has no dow that the 
German Government will back the Czech application 
without reservations, despite the problems with review- 
ing past relationships between the two countries 


Prague's membership of the EU will bring mayor ad- 
vantages to Germany as the Czech Republic's next- 
door neighbor. says Hoyer. German firms are already 
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among the most energetic investors in the Czech Re- 
public. Germany is the country’s most important trade 
partner. In addition, Czech EU membership could cre- 
ate extra foreign political security. In fact, we cannot 


imagine an expanded EU without the Czech Republic ~ 


Nevertheless, Prague must do some homework over the 
next few years, says Hoyer. “The Czech Republic is 
proceeding confidently toward membership. Altiough 
the country has already achieved a lot when if comes 
to the expansion of democracy and the introduction 
of a market economy, the politicians in Prague must 
nevertheless realize that they cannot expect priority 
treatment in Brussels 


“Therefore, Hoyer continues, “it is important to con- 
unue the reform process consistently, even if the struc- 
tural adaptations are painful at umes. The EU will han- 
die the membership negotiations expeditiously and with 
good will, but all candidates will receive fair and equal 
treatment. No one will receive any special concessions, 
not even Prague 
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Hoyer says that although the Czech Republic has 
assumed a sort of leading role among the counties of 
central and eastern Europe, there is still a lot to be done 
“For instance, state bencfits must be further reduced,” he 
says. “We know the problem from our own new lacnder 
Transformations take time.” 


What can the Germans do to belp make the Czechs 
fit for the EU? Answer: The Europe accord, brought 
about as a result of Germany's insistence, and the 
“structural dialogue” with the EU candidate members 
already contain useful instruments for a rapprochement 
wit the EU. “Of course, even on a bilateral level, bonn 
is at the Czech Republic's service at any ume to offer 
advice, says Hoyer. “However, we can only take the 
horses to the water. The horses have to do the drinking 
themselves.” 
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France: Gives Support to Russian Cok Membership 
BR2501102696 Paris AFP in French 
0924 GMT 25 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Paris, 25 Jan (AFP) — France 
supports Russia's membership of the Council of Europe. 
comprised of 38 states, which the members of that 
organization's parliament will examine on Thursday [25 
January). 

“Most European governments want the Council's Par- 
liamentary Assembly to appr: ve Russia's membership 
of that organization. This is the French position, Mr 
de Charette said. 


“it is preferable for Russia to sit at the negotiating tabic 
so that a dialogue is possible,” he explained 


However, despite the “talks” with the members of the 
Parliamentary Assembly. “the outcome ts not clear,” the 
minister admitted. 


A two-thirds majority ts necessary for the Council of 
Europe's Parliamentary Assembly to approve Russia's 
application. 


Meanwhile, Mr. de Charette stressed that France firmly, 
Clearly, and unquestionably condenins Russia's inter- 
vention in Chechnya. 


France: Clash With Bonn on Banana Import 
Quotas 

BR2401151296 Paris LE FIGARO (14 
FIGARO-ECONOMIE Supplement) in French 
24 Jan % p3 


[Report by Pierre Bocev: Parts and Bonn Divided Over 
Bananas — France and Germany Clash Over Imports 
From Latin American Countries | 


(FBIS Translated Text] Brussels — It ts not every day 
that France and Germany speak of a ‘real difference 
of opinion” between them. In this instance a row 
about bananas is causing French Agriculture Minister 
Philippe Vasseur to speak in these terms and talk of 
“aMlagomistic” points of view between Pans and Bonn 
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In practice it ali comes down to a few hundred thousand 
tonnes. And ulumatcly tts a queaon of Germany's 
almost Manichean view of the banana clashing with 
France's economi considerations 


The bananas consumed in Europe come from three dif- 
feremt places: the EU itself (Madera, Crete, and the 
French and British Antilles), the Afncan-Carnbhean- 
Pacific countries, and — above all — Latin and Central 
America, which produces so-called ‘dolla bananas. 
mcknamed thus owing to the domination of U.S. mult- 
nationals there 


The accession to the EU of Austria, Finland, and Swe- 
den on | January 1995S has led the Commission to pro- 
pose an upward readjustment of the quantity of bananas 
allowed to enter the Union. Accordingly, Franz Fischicr, 
commissioner responsible for »enculture, envisions f ats- 
ing — trom 2.2 millon to 2.53 mullion tonnes -- the 
quota of “dollar bananas that will benefit from a cus- 
toms duty limited to BCU7S (approximately 470 francs) 
per tonne. Above this level the taxes levied (at BCU SOD 
per tonne) hecome prohibitive 


However, Germany Europe's largest consumer of 
bananas, and a country for which the Panana is a frum 
fetish, to the extent of having been subjected to special 
provisions when the Treaty of Rome was drawn up 
deems this increase of $843,000 tonnes [as published) t 
he insufficient 


France meanwhile, supported by the United Kingdom. 
Greece, and Portugal which all grow bananas, pus 
ke France — believe that the morease is crcessive 
What ts more, Pars asserts that fraud 1s hemg perpe- 
trated with regard to the qu watites of bananas imported 
by the EU. and is challenging the methad of caloula- 
hon on which the proposed merease is based. Since 
the Council of Agnculture Ministers tailed to make any 
progress on this dossier on Monday [22 January), ex- 
perts have been assigned to submit fresh proposals at 
the Council of Ministers meeting on March. In particu- 
lar, there are plans to hold French-German talks armed 
a finding a soluwon 
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Cyprus: Denktas on Cyprus, Holbrooke's Approach 
NC2501105196 Nicosia BIRLIK in Turkish 
23 Jan % pp i. & 


[Second and final of iwo installments of an interview 
with Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktas by Ovcan 
Oncanhan and L. Oxter in Nicosia, date not given) 


(PBIS Translated Text) (Ozcanhan| You must have read 
a statement by Klindhis to our newspaper. Can you 
comment on his views” 


[Denktas} I have read the views of Glavkos Klinidhis 
and loannis Kasoulidhis. I do not believe they need to 
he explained. They regard their administration as the le- 
gal government with sovereignty over the island. They 
see the Turkish Cypriots as their citizens. Kiindhus’ pro- 
posals are based on this. He knows this ts unacceptabic 
But he continues to make proposals in the same di- 
rection. In addition to security, legal changes must he 
effected so that the Turkish Cypriots can work on the 
Greek Cypriot side. Which police organization of court 
would they appeal to”? How would thei nights be pro- 
tected’? Where and how would they get thew insurance 
dues’ These are some of the problems. Talks must be 
held to solve them. But Kliridhis has avowed the issue 
He believes he is the boss. He expects us to approach 
him when he says “come here’ and agree to leave when 
he says “you are not wanted anymore. Yes, that ts how 
he believes he can rule the country 


His views on arms purchases and detmilitanzation ae 
nonsensical. Using the concept of demilitanzation, he 
wants to remove the treaty of alliance and guarantees 
Anvone who reads the book on the Greek. Greek 
Cypriot Akitas plan [drawn up in 1963 to reform 
the Constitution, revoke the treaties of guarantee and 
alliance, and eventually bead to Enosis} will immediately 
realize that the main obyective of the Greek Cypriot 
attacks on the Turkish Cypriot community was to 
remove the treaty of guarantees. The Greek Cypriots 
have maintained that effort for 42 years. Had the treaty 
of guarantees not existed, the Turkish Cypriots would 
have heen removed from Cyprus. That ts what the Creek 
Cypnot side wants. The treaty of guarantces stopped 
them acheving them detestate and infamous amhtuons 
They were obstructed by Turkey's intervention, which 
was in accordance with the treaty of guatantoes The 
Greek Cypriots know that. But they stl! propose we 
should agree to relinquish the treaty and hold talks with 
them. | was disappointed by Kiiidhis’ statement | have 
made lengthy statements on all that. They will appear 
in a book. | will give you a copy when it 1s pubinhed 


[Orcanhan) Kiindius’s reply to our question on foreign 
workers on the Greek Cyprict sade was vague We re 
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called the uncasy situation caused by mafia organiza- 
tons and asked him whether south Cyprus was gradu- 
ally becoming like Sicily. He did not respond. Can you 
comment on the situation’ Some 20,000 foreign work- 


ers ave employed in south Cyprus. 


[Denktas} Our information mmdicates that over 60,000 
foreign workers are employed im the south. Over 40,000 
of them are Greeks from the mainland. The Greek 
Cypriot side is recruiting mercenaries to strengthen its 
military units. They have browght $000 mercenanes to 
the island, clarming that they «ec Greeks from Pontus 
Pontus no longer exists. We can clearly determine the 
Greek Cypriot side's objective. They want to bring in 
all those who will be hostile to the Turkish Cypriots 
and Turkey. But Klindhus himself recently revealed the 
grave situation on the Greek Cypriot side. The Greek 
Cypnot police have been involved in cromanal activities 
The Russian and Greek mafia organizations ae very 
active on the Greek Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot 
newspapers have reported that a lack of security has 
made lite difficult. So Kiindhis should concern himself 
with hes side's internal affairs and avond mmtericring im 
ours. He should agree to hold direct talks with us. He 
has claimed that no ground cxists He must explain the 
ground he wants. He has claimed that they are commu 
ted to the agreements reached in 1977 and 1979. But he 
has said the two sides interpret them differently. Have 
we not heen abc to agree on thew interpretation dur- 
ing the past 20 years’ We have interpreted the agree- 
ments together with UN officials for years. Something 
has come of that. The principle of equality and sover- 
cignty, the concept that Cyprus is the homeland of the 
two commumties and not a Grock island, the principle 
of a fotaing pressdency, the mamicnance of the treaty 
of guaranices, the nonviclation of the zonal structure, 
and the principle of the exchange of property have been 
piaed on the negotiating tabic. If all that cannot be 
regarded as a basis, then what kind of basis sould we 
seck’ Can the mediators undermine the Common ground 
that etists hetween us’ Do they pot shape the common 
ground’ Klindhis arms to avon negotiations. | lost any 
hope | had the day the EU upheld the Greek Cypnat 
appeal to porn ut. The Greek Cypricts will agree to hold 
talks on'y after the EU informs them that they cannot 
jon without an agreement with the Turkish Cypriots 


(ne of Kiindhis’ remarks was very emportant He sad 
we can reunite, as Germany did But he scemm to have 
forgotien that the PRG first agreed to tet the GDR joan 
the UN organization Later the two wdes recogmred 
cach other, That initiated the prowess of reunion But 
Kirndius has sand Let us oon the EU whether of not 
we reach an agreement You can jon later” Me should 
clearly say that the Creek Cyprict side will poon the 
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EU as a separate country. He must not say that behind = not been able to reach that stage. That ts because we 
closed doors. We regard that as a formula that can be = have not been adic to talk face to face to explain our 
considered. But he cannot drag the Turkish Cyprictsinto = demands, views, and anxicties. If he wishes to reach that 


soulidus explained the matter to us as follows: “Mr. 
Denktas has sand that Cyprus cannot join an organiza- 


[Denktas}] The law on the functions of the vice presi- 
dent's office has not been in effect for 32 years. It has 
heen torn and thrown away. The vice president's office 
has not existed since 1963. The Greek Cypriot side has 
demed the existence of separate Turkish Cypriot rights. 
So, it is shameful for it to mention the vice president's 
office. The Greek Cypriots believed when they tore up 
the constitution that they had also done away with the 
Turkish Cypriot community's nights, which are based 
on the constitution and the 1960 agreements. We have 
defended our nghts with our life: We have consolidated 
them. We have done so in the north. The TRNC [Turk- 
ish Republic of Northern Cyprus] has strengthened our 
nights. Acc: ding to the Cyprus Repubiic’s constitution, 
the vice president has the night to veto. However, the 
right was given to the community and not to the vice 
president in person. He used his veto mght on behalf of 
the community. The Turkish Cypriot community lives 
in north Cyprus. And, it says “no.” It says that it has 
rights and that the Greek Cypriot side has not been able 
to remove them by tearing up the constitution. The op- 
position party in Malta is opposed to the EU and so a 
problem exists with its accession. One of the partners 
in Cyprus has objected to the island's accession to the 
EU. ik has said that accession cannot take place at the 
present time and explained its reasons. Europe has ig- 
nored that. How can this be possible’? The Greek Cypriot 
side is Hehaving in a treacherous and hypocritical way 
It wants to camouflage ts criminal activities aimed at 
placing the entire islavu waver its control, We will not 
he tncked and this must he realized. 


[Ovcanhan| Kiiridhis has said that you and he should 
nt duappoint the two peoples and circles concerned 
with the Cyprus problem if you meet. He said that the 
leaders of the two sides should be able to disclose that 


they agree 


[Denktas} How can that be done before we hold talks’ 
We have to hold talks in order wo reach that powt. Other. 
wise, we will not he adic to reach agreement. Mediators 
shuttled hetween us for many years. However, we have 


stage, then he should agree to direct talks, if he does not, 
then he can find many cacuses. We will mect and reach 
an agreement. Or, we will meet but there will be prot. 
lems. We may not be able to reach an agreement, but 
we will meet again and again until we agree. That is our 
duty. The necessary principles are at the negotiation ta- 
bie. Do they agree to our sovereignty’ Mr. Beattie has 
said that the matier is a question of interpretavon. What 
is there to be interpreted’ We exher have the nght to 
sovereignty or we do not. It ts because we have the 
right to sovereignty that we will agree to transfer some 
of our sovereign rights to the central government in the 
future. The remaining rights will be retained by the two 
svereign peoples, as is the case in Switzerland. Does 
humdhis agree to that? Well, he had his national cown- 
cil adopt a decision saying no. 


How can the Greek Cypriot side establish a federation 
with the Turkish Cypriot side if the latter is not a 
sovereign entity’ How can a federation be estaished 1! 
the Greek Cypriot side represents the entre island and i! 
the sovereignty of Cyprus still exists’ A federation wii! 
he established because the sovereignty of Cyprus has 
been divided as a result of the armed activities the Greek 
Cypriot side carried out to usurp jornt sovereignty in the 
past. Federation is the formula for reumon. Bul, who 
ae the people who will reunite’ The two partners have 
separated and sovereignty has been divided The Greek 
Cypnots claim i has not. Well, nt has. Two entities 
exist in Cyprus. Kiindhus has to accept that if we ate to 
reunite. 


The Greek Cypriot side has claimed that Denktas wil! 
decide to separate north Cyprus if it agrees to recogmze 
our right to sovereignty. We have said that the treaty 
of alliance and guarantees should be maintained That 
obstructs separation. If the Greek Cypriots fear Turkish 
Cypriots will decide to separate, then why do they 
avoid concluding agreements to ofstruct this’ In fact, 
they should grab onto this with both hands Ther 
approach indicates that thei oPective is different than 
they profess. They want to cxplort the Turkish Cypriot 
side's nght to sovereignty, which they heleve they have 
usurped. They want use the EU to deny our night to 
sovercignty. That is thei design However, we will not 
he deceived 


[Ovcanhan) Officials have heen appointed to deal with 
the probiem. Holhrooke is one of them. The EU has 
appointed a coordinator. They have vieted the north 
several times. Mave they not heen atic to determine 
our approach after so many years’ Can you cuplam the 
otyective hehund the appomtment of officials’ Can they 
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the partnership state on the island. They will cventually 
realize that. But our approach has an important bearing 
on the problem. Can we remain steadfast’? Are we awae 
of our rights? Will we agree to give in on the main 
principles’ That is the question. Let them visit us. We 
have already said we are waiting at the negotiating tac 
Klinidhis must agree to hold direct talks. Will he’ It is 
ume © Say yes OF fo. 


[Ozcanhan) A report today quoted Holhrooke saying he 
will have the Cyprus problem solved in 1996. Can you 
comment’ 


[Denktas} We have promised our poopie to conclude 
& Peace agreement in 199%. Bul the conditions mus! 
be considered. We will agree to establish peace if the 


side by opening its door to nt. We could destroy our 
peaple if we did so. Not one Turkish Cypriot will 
remain in Cyprus if we do. The problem was created 
by the Greek Cypriots, not by the Turkish Cypriots 
Their objective was to convert Cyprus into a Greek 
Cypriot island. They believe they have established a 
Greek Cypriot republic and want us to accept nt. They 
have urged us to accept it for 42 years. We have not 
accepted it to date and wil! not accept Ht now 


[Oxcanhan| We asked Kiiidhw if he agrees that the 
Greek Cypriot coup in 1974 forced the Turkish Cypriots 
to establish a separate state. He responded by saying 
“We planned to establish a state” Can you comment’ 


[Denktas] We were evicted from the government in 
1963. That gave us the nghi to estaMinh our own state 


ation was duc to temporary insanity, Our separation 
began in 196) The state we estahiched was 4 emul! 
part of the republic. We named our government the 
“autonomous Turkish Cypnot administration when we 
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realized the Greek Cypriots were not willing to be 
reasonabic. We waited for them. Bul they mamtained 
their approach. The Turkish peace operation took place 
We moved to establish a separate state. It was named 
the “federal Turkish Cypr. tate.” We urged the Greek 
Cypriots to establish their own federal administration so 
that the probiem might be solved. They were reluctant 
to do s). We waited for them for cgh years. We 
established the TRNC [Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus] when we realized they intended to usurp the 
enure island. The process was carried out step by step 
We had the night because the Greek Cyprots treated 
us unjustly. They cannot deceive anyone. Nor can they 
turn Cyprus into a Hellenic island. We cannot be placed 
under Greek Cypriot sovereignty. The Greek Cypriots 
must realize all that and decide not to buy arms. They 
will achseve nothing by rearming. 


Klindius has said that the people ae becoming impa- 
vent and no one can predict what they might do. What 
people did he mean’ Who 1s growing impatient’ Is ut the 
Turkish Cypriot people, who have been deprived of thei 
passports, forced to hecome a stateless community, who 
have been subjected to an embargo, deprived of their 
nigh to vowe ther views, and oPstructed from defend- 
ing themselves on international platforms? Or ts i the 
Greek Cypriots, who have become the nchest commu- 
nity on the Mediterranean through the aid they get from 
the rest of the world’ Considering the circumstances, 
it was shameful for Kisidhus to say a war might be 
4 possiMlity. Klindhis should condemn those who he- 
eve war is a possitlity. But he has left the door open 
because his main ofyective is to make a pew effort to 
realize hes plans with the EU's suppon. Many Greek 
Cyprots have shown common sense, saying the arming 
of south Cyprus has made things difficult. We welcome 
their view. We do not want to embark on an adventure 
We want to conclude an agreement. That can only be 
acheved through direct talks 


[Ovter| Holhrooke has mentioned the concept of single 
sovercignty. We received his statement yesterday. Can 
you caplain the situation’ 


[Denktas} Switzerland 1 made up of 16 cantons. They 
have created Swiss sovereignty in the international arena 
by transferring powers to the central government. That 
is what we should do. The cantons in Switzerland ae 
sovercign entities bul the country 1s a united member of 
the international community Switzerland s ambassadors 
iepresent thew country as a whole. That is the system 
we showld adam. Why are we trying to estaPiieh a 
federation’ We want to reunite the two parts to have 
an undivided Cyprus. The federal repuhix will be a 
soverciga entity. it will accredit ambassadors to foreign 
countres on the haste of i sovereignty The repubix 





report may comtam copynghted matenal Cogving and duceminaten 
8 pretbvied erthowt perma of the copynght oe ners 

















WEUL-96-617 
25 January 1996 


Republic. ht 

The state chjoy sovereignty im accordance with 
the powers that will be transferred to m. The fcderated 
states will be able to conclude agreements with thew 
will be autonomous entrees. They will 


to the sovereignty of the federation that will he cstab- 
lished. But the Greek Cypriot administration insists that 
the Cypriot Republic, which the Greek Cypriots have di- 
vided, remains sovereign. It believes the federation will 
he based on it. That is the difference. We cannot agree 
to that. No sovereign Cyprus exists. The two sovereign 
communities established the Cypriot Republic. ht was 
made up of two sovereign governments. One of them 
is recognized and the other is not. But thal is some- 
thing cise. Two sovereign peoples and two sovereign 
governments crist on the island. A federation of a com 
federauon will be established to reunste them Single 
sovereignty will be created when that is done. The two 
sOVETCIgA Slates will enjoy the rights they will retain. 


(Oscanhan) Kiindhis talked about a new generation of 
politicians. He said they will solve the problem. Has 
he lost hope’? Does he helieve the polrucian: who will 
feplace you will he able to solve the Cyprus protiem’ 


[Denktas} Klinidhis promised former Greek Cypriot 
leader Spiros wu, the Greek Cyprot Church, 
and the members of BOKA [Nathunal Organization of 
Cypriot Fighters) that he will work to Hellenize Cyprus 
Considering that, | do not expect hom to do anything 
differemt. What he said is wrong 


CYPRUS 23 


{Ozcanhan| Comsidermng Kimdtus’ promuse that be in- 
sists On Not recognizing the nights of the Turkish Cypri- 
ots, why should you agree to hold talks with him” 


[Denktas} | want hem to sit at the negotiating tatic and 
reiterate the views he has conveyed abroad. | want him 
to approach the negouating tabic with goodwill! and tcl! 
me he will accept our sovereignty and equality, the 
estaMishment of a bzonal system, and the maimicnance 
of the treaty of guarantees if | agree to the island jornmng 
the EU after a federation is established. We suggested 
that to him but he rejected our approach. The diplomats | 
receive say different things. | want Kioridhes to explam 
his approach to me. | will understand what he means 
from the way be smiles of the way he looks. Let us talk 
face to face. We may upset cach other during the first 
few rounds. But we will get somewhere eventually. We 
may even pave the way for a solution at the end of the 
fifth or sixth round. 


Kiiridhis will be unable to insist that we should forget 
the developments of the past. And he will he unatic 
to imeist on the return of the Greek Cypriot refugees to 
the property. Because we will be lookeng inte cach 
other's faces. How will the Greek Cypriot side forget 
th. eviction of Turkish Cypnots from thew villages’ 
How will it forget the embargo imposed on the Turkish 
Cypnet community’ Kinndhis must agree to bold talks 
with goodwill, We can solve the problem if he does. Ii 
we talk about illusions of if | am told the concept of 
mingle sovereignty is valid, the Turkish Cypricts will he 
tacked onto it and only menor amendments will he made 
to the Constitution. Then | will inform my commutaty 
that the wtuation is hopeless and that the meue ms closed 
Why should the Greek Cypriot side mmetst on avontong 
talks’ 
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Party (DYP| and as the second largest party im 
parliament. Our goals and lines of action have always 
heen very clear. We said from the beginning that a 


cal stabulity ave the most important issue on the agenda 


comdered a novelty in terms of world inerature and 
the history of our democracy. Actually, such a situa. 
hom does not cuit anywhere clee in the world ft ns 
the right of Gis party to head thu coalition even if the 
difference is only one deputy, regardless of what may 
have happened during the times of Churchill in’ 1, 
im Britain i 1974, and in Austria. In other words, 1+ 
is how it should he if we embvace and adopt demax- 
racy as it is done in Europe and around the world. The 


democracy also recognizes the nghis of first.. second. 
, aed Gurd-place parties in the parliament. For this rea- 
son, Gs Night «& the DYP's. In the event that ANAP and 
the DYP joun forces, then the right i still the DYP's 
Why? Because the DYP has more deputies. This is fot 
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that have conjured up. This is true all 
over the world, when the sumber of votes is less than 
the number of deputies. The coalihon is neaded by the 


party that has the greater number of deputies if two par- 


world. We proposed something that has never before 
heen proposed in the history of our democracy. In other 
words, for the first time, the party that has more deputies 
in the parliament has proposed to cut the apple in two 
and to relinquish the other half, even though the ngit 
is naturally thers. Such a situation has never happened 
in the history of our democtacy. 


Come, let us unite. We have prepared our programs, 
which ae similar to yours. Let us carry the country 
into stability, clections, and alliance. We can reconcile 
regarding everything — programs and ministries. Actu- 
ally, this ts fot an ANAYOL [acronym meaning main 
path, based on a combination of the clements in ANAP 
and DYP | on the truc sense of the word. It 1s a midway 
concession, hecause two partes are not sufficient, new- 
ertheless, come ict us chose our third partner together 
Come let us approach our turd partner together. This 
could be the Democratic Left Party of the Republican 
People's Party, and the Great Unity Party can remain 
mende of not. Let us undertake everything together. We 
took the foad mm the bebe! that thes was the best way 
for our country. We took this path because we wanted 
to secure the trust of the pubic sence both ANAP and 
the DYP had promised the public that they would not 
cooperate with the Wellare Party (RP). We have stood 
hy our word and turned down the coalition offer of Mr 
Erhakan 


In terms of trust, we secured the public's trust through 
our undertakings. We have not yet completed our full 
term in the government wnce we have oaly served 
for two and a half years. | actually exceeded the 
authority granted to me by my party when | proposed a 
novel situation which involves giving half of the appic. 
therefore cuttong in hall my party's nghts. This novelty 
will he written up in the history of our democracy a an 
unprecedented proposal and a new step 


I repeat that this is fot a personal mseue and that ot i 
definiicly not an msue of who will he the prime munister 
This is an issue of party legislation and party nghts, and 
party leaders have no night to relinquish any part of our 
Party's nghts Within ths understanding. we took this 
road with the understanding that we have to estaPich 
a brotherly agreement in a hid to govern the country | 
repeat thal we were facod with another meuc regarding 
the promise we made to the pubic The promi oe 
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made was that we will not cooperate with the RP. | 
emphasize this issue in view of the fact that only through 
this promise can we gain the trust of the public. 


Despite all the goodwill and desire we display, we 
cannot form a government on our own if a search is 
under way for another alternative — that is, if an ANAP- 
RP coalition is carried out despite past promises and 
if a decision to form a coalition with the RP is made 
regardless of its being a very dangerous partnership. It 1s 
not because of any shortcoming on the DYP’s fart that 
ANAP will form a coalition with the RP, but becaure a 
decision to that effect has already been made despiie all 
our concessions in party legislation. Thus, a cover up to 
this undertaking can be found. However, we hope that 
a coalition with ANAP, which ts a brotherly party for 
us, will be established. We think that such a coalition 
is an extremely important step taken toward launching 
an election alliance and establishing political stability 
in Turkey. We will pursue our stand along the lines of 
this understanding with the hope that this understanding 
will dominate. We have not lost all hope. However, 
we realize that one-sided goodwill 1s not sufficient. | 
repeat: ANAP is a brotherly party for us. We have 
a historical responsibility. This historical responsibility 
calls for these two parties to take the first step within 
a unification process that will involve their running 
together in the next elections. 


I thank you. 
{Unidentified correspondent} jindistunct question] 


(Ciller] It is not true that I nominated myself for 
the prime ministership. This is not truc. There are no 
persons involved in this situation. Nobody has the nght 
to turn this situation into a personal struggic, because 
this issue does not concern me or Mr. Yilmaz. The issuc 
is the identity of the parties and their nghts. There is 
a teason for the DYP’s being given precedence over 
ANAP in the task of forming a government within 
the framework of these nmghts. Did we propose this’ 
Are these regulations not in line with the number of 
deputies’ This is the same all around the world, and this 
is the DYP’s nght The issue is a matter of party nghts 
and legislation. Neohody should take this personally 
How can you relinquish all party nghts and legislation, 
which is not up to the party leader anyhow’ You also 
have to consider whether or not relinquishing the party 
to somebody else will yield positive results, and we have 
been witness to examples of this kind in our history 
This ts an issue of defending the identity of this party 
This country, not 1, needs this party. This party, with its 
cadres, past, and group, is the guarantee of this country's 
statility. This party has displayed a brand new image 
and cadres. This party, which is one of the oldest parties, 





TURKEY 2s 


is a continuation of the Democratic Party and Justice 
Party. We have to protect the nghts and legislation of 
this party, and we have to conduct the talks within 
this framework. This is not an issue of individuals. |! 
exceeded the party legislauon and offered half of this 
apple, which belonged to the DYP. It is democratic 
regulations, not I, that say that ANAP and the DYP 
should join, and the same regulations also determine 
the post of prime minister, according to the number 
of deputies. Within this framework, this can only be 
described not as my struggle but as a struggle between 
the two parties for justice. 


{Correspondent} Mr. Yilmaz referred to your statement 
regarding early elections and said that there is a problem 
of trust. Do you also think that there is a problem of 
trust” 


{Ciller] Commuments made before the public are very 
important commitments. We made pledges before the 
recent elections, and so did Mr. Yilmaz. Which party has 
fulfilled its commitments? Mr. Yilmaz pledged not to 
cooperate with the RP. So did 1. Which one of us proved 
to be reliable and did not break this commitment? | 
repeat: | would not like to ask which one of us did. The 
important issue is not the person; the important thing 
is the validity of the promises made before the public. 
These promises are valid, and no one can shun them. 
There 1s accepted protocol, there are signatures, there 
is Official procedure, and you are here as well. If we 
promise something in front of you and fal to fulfill 
it, then you would ask us to render accounts. And, so 
you should. We also have the entire nation to answer 
to. Consequently, commitments are valid, and fulfilling 
promises is the measure of a party's reliability. We 
would not have any problems in this regard, because 
we are keeping our promises. 


[Correspondent] Would you consider another formula 
other than the rotational premiership? For example, 
would you consider a third person either from your party 
or from ANAP”? This was Mesut Yilmaz's proposal. 
Would you consider such a proposal if the two parties 
reach an impasse on the rotavonal premiership” 


(Ciller] We raised the rotational premiership because 
it was proposed to us. We said very good things in 
this connection. We even proposed to have a rotational 
assembly chairmanship. We said we would support their 
candidate. Naturally, this would be done within the 
framework of the law. The assembly speaker is elected 
on an individual basis, sot as a party. Individuals have 
special mghts and act individually. We said that we 
are open to everything. It was Mr. Yilmaz who had 
declared that he was willing to accept the rotational 
premiership. This 1s why we proposed this model. In 
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actual fact, this is a novelty for Turkey as well as for 
the world. It was only implemented in Israel, and that 
was during war. Transitional models would not work, 
especially not under a DYP-ANAP coalition. We do not 
even constitute a majority. This would be a coalition to 
be established by three partes, what I call a transitional 
path [ARAYOL]. | view this transitional path as a first 
step toward the integration between ANAP and the 
DYP. which will lead to ANAYOL. In other words, 
we are not able to establish a coalition between these 
two parties. It is necessary to look at the parliamentary 
arithmetic. This ARAYOL will constitute the first step 
toward ANAYOL and toward an clection alliance. It 
will be a historic mission. 


We are talking about establishing a minority govern- 
ment, of a government with the participation of three or 
four parties, even five parties if the Great Unity Party 
{BBP} is also included, and instituung the rotavonal pre- 
muership system, or even going beyond that and adopt- 
ing a model in which the individual who fills the prime 
minister's post has no authority or responsibility. This 
would not bring about integration between ANAP and 
the DYP, 1 would eventually make them totally weak. 
What we do should take Turkey's future into account 
and not the persons that are involved. Will we be able 
to carry Turkey's burden, will we be able to create a 
successful and functioning model, and will we be abic 
to sustain it for five years’? Our duty covers the entre 
term. If the period consisted of a three-month period, 
then things would be different. The persons are not im- 
portant in this case. The important thing 1s to provide 
a workable model from within the assembly and to ad- 
dress Turkey's problems. It is not possible to establish 
ANAYOL by means of temporary models and three- 
way coalitions. This would lead to a weak government. 
A three-way of four-way coalition has its own imher- 
ent problems. We would not be able to solve Turkey's 
problems by compounding these problems by adding to 
them an unauthorized prime minister. 


I repeat: Neither Ciller nor Yilmaz is important, but the 
DYP ts important and so 1s ANAP. These parties should 
not be eroded. Their integration and their stability is 
important. This is our understanding, and we will only 
accept a formula that we believe will work. Otherwise, 
ANAYOL will expire before it us born. It would then 
he said that we all jomned forces, but failed to achieve 
anything. This is the greatest danger 


(Correspondent| During a television program after your 
meeting last night. Mr. Yilmaz largely outlined ANAP’s 
answer to you in a few days time. Most probably, this 
will he a rejection of the rotational premiership in the 
order that you proposed Ait the moment, you hold the 
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task of establishing a government. What will you do 
when you receive such a response? 


[Ciller) I repeat, this is not a matter of who will be prime 
minister. This not important at all. But to what extend 
can you ignore and relinquish the nghts of a party’? This 
is the right of a party. | am not the one to determine 
these rights. These rights are accorded in line with the 
rules of democracy. The DYP has 10 more deputies than 
ANAP, excluding the BBP. If the BBP ts included, then 
the DYP has three more deputies, following the High 
Election Council decision to be made today. Even if this 
difference is one deputy, the party has a right. This 1s 
the definition of precedence, an objective determination, 
a democratic rule. To what extent can this rule of 
democracy be ignored’? Each time you ignore i, you 
are trampling on party rights and the democratic rule 
It is the duty of a party leader to protect the nghts and 
laws of his party. No one should think that my party has 
granted me such a right. | did something despite this 
situation, and the grassroots of my party reacted against 
me. If, however, a coalition between ANAP and the RP 
1s a fait accompli and an excuse 1s being sought to reject 
a coahtion with the DYP, then there 1s no problem in 
finding such an excuse. If, on the other hand, the nights 
of a party is totally ignored, then there is no problem 
If the rules of democracy are ignored and priority ts 
accorded to personal concihation, then the same holds 
truc. 


I repeat, if you are about to reject the rules, then the 
difference between the number of deputies, be it 10, 
three, or 23, would not matter; he would insist on the 
same thing. He has the nght not to reach a conciliation 
Therefore, priority should be determined between the 
right not to concihate and the democrat nights of a 
party. The right not to reach a concihation is the nght 
of an individual, but no one can renounce the nghis 
accorded to parties by democratic institutions on the 
basis of personal reasons 


[Correspondent] Will you relinquish the task of estab. 
lishing a government in view of this situation’? You 
spoke of party laws. The DYP has more scats than 
ANAP. In your opinion, is filling the post of prome mun 
ister — not necessarily by you, but by a DYP member 
— the DYP's condition for coalition’ 


(Ciller] What we call party law is a situation in which 
transitional models do not function. A government 
model must be workabic even if it defies party law 
Can ANAP and the DYP establish a coalition together ’ 
No. Three parties are needed. This coalition would be 
led by an unauthorized person Can this model work 
successfully for five years’ | am asking you this This 
formula 1s supposed to solve Turkey's problems and 
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ensure the successful performance of the two parties. 
The important thing is Turkey and the feasibility of the 
proposed model. We would put four parties together, 
and to lead them we would appoint a person who has 
not been elected by the people, who has not been elected 
by the party congress, who is not responsible to his 
party, who has no authority, and who has to function for 
five years. Can the people acknowledge this? Can they 
conceive that their problems can be solved by means 
of such a model? All this because Mr. Yilmaz ts not 
willing. 

[Correspondent] If the task of establishing a government 
is assigned to Mr. Yilmaz, who, in turn, proposes to 
establish a coalition with you, what will you do” 


(Ciller] Anyway, we are discussing all the possibilities 
of a coalition between the DYP and ANAP. If this 1s 
possible, it will be established now. What will change 
when rejected formulas are resubmitted by a party leader 
with less deputies than the DYP” 


1 would like to state here that | am still hopeful. The 
reason for my hope ts as follows: This is a historic 
responsibility on our shoulders. Therefore, the rules of 
democracy must prevail. We cannot achieve anything by 
rejecting democracy. We cannot accept them partially. 
We will continue to do our utmost in a bid to present 
a just solution, a workable model, to the public. | hope 
that we will all do whatever is necessary to fulfill 
this responsibility. With this hope we are still waiting. 
Thank you. 


Turkey: Yilmaz, Ecevit on Coalition Proposal 
TA2401184696 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1405 GMT 24 Jan 96 


[News conference by Motherland Party leader Mesut 
Yilmaz and Democratic Left Party leader Bulent Ecevit 
before their meeting at the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly in Ankara ~ live] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} [passage omitted) [Unident- 
fied correspondent} Mr. Yilmaz, Tansu Ciller submitted 
to you a proposal on rotational prime ministership. Mr 
Ecevit made a statement today, pointing out that it could 
be possible to find a solution to the prime ministership 
problem by balancing the powers of the prime minister 
and the deputy prime minister. What is your opimon on 
this subject’ 


{Ecevit} This is a reference to a speech | made at the 
Democratic Left Party [DSP] assembly group meeting 
this morning. You [Yilmaz] did not follow that state- 
ment. | would like to present these views to you now 
In Turkish politics, we are now getting accustomed to 
coahton governments. In the wake of the recent clec- 
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tions, it appears that we must become accustomed to 
minority Coalition governments as well. There are demo- 
cratic countries that do apply this option, such as Den- 
mark and Finland. The coalition parties attain demo- 
cratic reconcil:auon and harmony among themselves as 
well as with the society and the parliameni. We must 
also make a habit of this. 


Yesterday, Mrs. Ciller announced that she accepts in 
principle the rotatjonal premiership system. At this 
stage, however, this does not facilitate the solution of 
the problem, because the question of order and duration 
is vitally important with regard to rotation. Someumes, 
I believe that if a problem is difficult to solve within a 
narrow framework, then it 1s beneficial to transfer i to 
a broader framework. | would like to present some of 
my ideas and proposals in this regard, in Mr. Yilmaz’s 
presence. 


In a bid to eliminate the question of prime muinistership 
in connection with the current options for a government, 
either a coalition between the Motherland Party [ANAP] 
and the True Path Pany [DYP] or a coalition between 
ANAP and the Welfare Party [RP], the authorities of the 
prime minister and the deputy prime minister must be 
totally equalized. This can easily be achieved by means 
of a protocol, which will be detailed. The difference 
would be one of title alone. If the powers and influences 
with regard to administration in the government are 
completely equalized, then the question of premiership 
ceases to be a problem. | am hoping that it will not be 
difficult to reach an agreement on this issue, because 
our nation did not grant any one party the authority to 
come to power or to lead a government. No one party 
leader has been granted the post of prime minister as 4 
certain right. From the onset of the process, Mr. Yilmaz 
has been acting in line with this understanding. 


Furthermore. one of the primary elements that prevent 
the smooth functioning of coahtions of any other gov- 
ernment in Turkey consists of the tendency for parti- 
san appornmtments in the public administration. A party 
that seizes power alone or partially, undertakes parti- 
san appointments within the state administration. As 
we witnessed in the recent DYP-Republican People’s 
Party [CHP] coalition government, even a party outside 
the coalition was able to make partisan appointments in 
the state administravion in exchange for its parhamen- 
lary support. This not only damages the community, but 
also undermines the prestige of the concerned parties 
Therefore, it 1s necessary to seek ways to immunize the 
public administration againsi government changes. We 
have successful examples of this in our state tradition 
The appointments and promotions in our Armed Forces, 
for example, are not affected by government changes in 
any way. The Foreign Ministry, which Mr. Yilmaz had 
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headed for some time, is also not affected by changes 
in the government. This is an issue that must be dis- 
cussed in relation to personnel reform, but comprehen- 
sive personnel reform may take time to accomplish. | 
believe, however, thal an agreement pertaining only to 
the prevention of partisan appointments in the state ad- 
ministration can easily be reached, because it would be 
sufficient to use the Armed Forces and the Foreign Min- 


istry as cxamples. 


I have another proposal. In recent years, Turkey's 
economic problems have reached a bottleneck. Turkey 
is also facing certain serious problems and obstructions 
in the international arena, and 1 is under siege in 
certain areas. This could result in lasting and bitter 
consequences. As it happens, the current government 
problem in Turkey has begun yielding negative results 
concerning the oil pipeline, which will transport the 
Caspian oil to the West via Turkey or Russia. In order 
to prevent national issues from being adversely aifected 
by the government problem, the coalition partners must 
seck reconciliation not only among themselves, but also 
with the society and with all the partics represented 
at the assembly. In countrics where the state is not 
affected by government instabilities, it has become a 
tradition to reach such reconcihation. Our people have 
the capability of attaining such reconciliation, and they 
expect the parties to demonstrate it. | belreve that it will 
be beneficial to try this as well 


Moreover, no government can resolve the current eco- 
nomic bottieneck through its own means. Even a one- 
party government with a parliamentary majority could 
face senous difficulties in overcoming these problems 
in a short me. As in the case of certain Western demo- 
cratic Countries, the way to solve this is for the gov- 
ernment to formulate fundamental policies pertaining to 
the economy as though it were in a coalition with the 
entre community. If we can take steps in this direction 
with the aim of eliminating the current impasse in the 
government problem, then this will be a great gain for 
Turkey. The duty to lead such a quest would naturally 
fali ws. the president. If the president concurs with the 
points | suggested and attempts to bring the parties to- 
gether, then | believe the government problem will cease 
to be such a complicated issue 


{Correspondent} Mr. Yilmaz, how do you wew Mr 
Ecevit’s proposal’ Do you think equalizing the powers 
of the prime minister and the deputy prime minister 
would pave the way for ANAYOL [acronym for maim 
party combining clements of ANAP and DYP] and 
climinate the current deadlock’ 


{Yilmaz} | find this proposal raised by Mr Ecevit 
worth assessing. From the beginning, Mr. Ecevit has 
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been exerung well- intentioned efforts to solve this 
government crisis. This consultation mechanism we 
have been maintaining between us is also aimed at the 
same goal. 


1 would like to clarify here a point, which | believe 
is misunderstood by the public. It is true that the post 
of prime minister has significant weight in our system. 
It could also be said thal, because of this weight, 
certain measures are necessary to balance the post of 
prime minister. What is preventing the solution of the 
government crisis in Turkey today, however, ts not 
the imability to share the post of prime minister. From 
the first day, ANAP clearly demonstrated its stand on 
this matter. We will oniy jon a government thal we 
believe will be successful and incorporates the necessary 
measures and structure for success. 


For the past two and a half years, Mrs. Ciller has 
been prime minister in Turkey. The country’s situation 
is clear. The Council of Ministers has met only once 
or twice in the past five months. The culprits in the 
case of the journalist, who died under custody while 
he was under the responsibility of the state, have not 
been identified for two weeks. The state 1s paralyzed, 
but Turkey's problems have reached proportions that are 
difficult to overcome even by harmonious governments. 
The IMF, which we were unfortunately forced to 
resort to in order to implement the economic recovery 
program, announced that it 1s abrogating the agreement 
with Turkey as of April. This ts a flagrant declaration of 
nonconfidence in the current administration. Therefore, 
we link the success of the future government to its 
riddance of this prime minister. This is not my personal 
assessment. Based on my knowledge of my party, my 
collcagues in parhament, and my party organization, | 
can say that they are unanimous on this issue. We will 
not share mm the failure of a government established 
under the patronage of a prime minister who has 
brought Turkey to this situation. What is more, we are 
determined not to partake in this failure 


This ts not a matter that can be resolved in accordance 
with party law as stated by the prime minister. This 
can only be solved by means of reconcihation, which 
requires mutual sacrifice. From the first day, the prime 
minister demonstrated that she will not renounce her 
prime ministership. Her latest attitude has not initiated 
any change on this issuc. Mrs. Ciller may have certain 
reasons that are justified from her viewpoint or from 
the viewpoint of her circle, but these reasons are not 
valid for Turkey. Just the opposite is valid for Turkey. If 
Turkey wants to regain its lost prestige, improve its des- 
tiitute economy, and restore public order, then it needs a 
new, reliable image. It needs a new administration. Un- 
less this ts secured, we are determined not to jon this 
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government or any other government. [passage omitted} 
I repeat: Mrs. Ciller cannot make us accept anything by 
means of public pressure. This is not a matter of per- 
sonal resistance for me. None of my colleagues consent 
to a government under the leadership of Mrs. Ciller. 
I do not have sufficient strength to change their view 
on this subject. Nor is it possible for us to establish 
a government with Mrs. Ciller unless this point is well 
understood. I thought I had explained this to her for two 
hours yesterday. On the basis of her statements today, ! 
realize that she has not understood anything. | regretted 
this, but | am warning the public once again: It is Mrs. 
Ciller’s obsession with the post of prime minaster that 
is obstructing the way to ANAYOL, and the path to 
ANAYOL will not be made clear unless she renounces 
this obsession. 


{Correspondent} Yesterday, you mentioned a third per- 
son. Is there such a person? Who is it? Today's results in 
the elections for assembly speaker have reached another 
impasse. Did the DYP propose the rotational system for 
this post as well? 


[Yilmaz] Mrs. Ciller did make such a proposal. She 
announced this in her news conference as weil. | related 
to her that such a proposal cannot be implemented, that 
the Constitution is opposed to this. As party leaders 
and administrators, we do not have the night to prevent 
the candidacy for assembly speaker of any one of our 
colleagues. Since the voting is done by secret ballot, we 
do not have the possibility of influencing our colleagues. 
Nor can we discuss this matter at the assembly group 
mecting and reach a decision on the matter. Therefore, 
even if such an agreement is reached between the 
parties, this cannot be implemented in practice. | told 
Mrs. Ciller that we cannot accept this proposal for these 
reasons, and | maintain my position on this issue. 


[Correspondent] Who is the third person” 


{Yiimaz] | do not have a specific name in mind. | only 
suggested a method. | noted that there is no rule saying 
that eather one of us must definitely be prime minister. 
I said that there are many people with state expenence 
and licensed to serve as prime minister in both parties, 
in this parliament, or outside our parties. | believe that 
any third person to be agreed upon will fulfill this task 
successfully with our support, much more successfully 
than Mrs. Ciller 


[Correspondent] Following these statements, will you 
meet with the prime minister on Saturday (27 January], 
or have you completely closed your door to any 
formuias with Mrs. Ciller. 
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[Yilmaz] There is no reason for a mecting with Mrs. 
Ciller. We will only convey to Mrs. Ciller our answer 
concerning the proposal she submutted to us. 


{Correspondent} Certain interpretations were made 
{words indistinct}. 


[Yilmaz] This is why | am making this statement. The 
question between us is not one of sharing the post of 
prime minister. Our differences focus on the conditions 
for a successful government. We do not beheve that 
a government established under Mrs. Ciller will be 
successful under the present circumstances. Our most 
important reason for this is the state of affairs in Turkey 
today. 


{Correspondent} This question is for both of you. Mr 
Yilmaz, you say that a government can be established 
under the leadership of a third person. Can this be a 
formation in which the DSP will participate and Mr. 
Ecevit will assume the prime ministerstup’? How do you 
view this issue’ 


[Ecevit] 1 did not consider such a possibility. It is my 
wish that the DYP and ANAP reach an agreement on 
a workable coalition government. Outside suppor can 
easily be recrutted for such a coalition. | definitely did 
not consider such a thing in connection with myself. As 
I stated earlier, my idea is to equalize the authorities 
and influence of the prime minister and deputy prime 
minister, thus averting the problem and obstacle of the 
prime ministership. The work on this can begin with 
regard to certain appearances and details. For example, 
a few months ago Mrs. Ciller introduced in Turkey a 
measure not encountered in any country. She erected 
the prime minister's force [fors) against the president's 
force. There is no such thing in the world. The work can 
begin by eliminating this force, and then ways can be 
sought to achieve equality and balance in fundamental 
issucs. 


If they will accept it, | recommend to Mr. Yilmaz and 
Mrs. Ciller that they explore the possibility of justly 
dividing the powers of the prime minister before they 
renounce the option of a DYP-ANAP coalition or betore 
they reach a definite impasse on this issuc 


[Correspondent] Mr. Yilmaz, what is yout opimon on 
this matter’ 


{Yilmaz} As I said earlier, | find Ecevit’s proposal worth 
studying, and I respect it. Other suggestions can also 
be raised in this regard. Insicad of such a division of 
authority, we could consider the option of rotational 
minority governments, which will be supported by the 
other party. In other words, one party assumes the entre 
responsifility for a certain period, and the other party of 
Parties support it in accordance with a pont protocol. At 
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the end of thal period, the responsibility to implement 
the same program is transferred to the other party, which 
takes over all the authorities and implements the same 
program with its own team. We can call this a rotational 
minority government formula Other similas solutions 


can also be developed. [passage omitted] 


{Correspondent} Mr. Yilmaz, does your proposal on a 
rotational minority government mean that you will not 
enter a coalition with the RP’ 


[Yilmaz] In her news conference today and in previous 
statements, Mrs. Ciller declared that the participation 
of the RP in the government will have very bad 
consequences for Turkey. She used cxpressions to this 
effect. If Mrs. Ciller does not want the RP to participate 
in the government, then she should esther renounce her 
insistence regarding the prime muinistership of support 
\ minority government that we establish. If she views 
the RP as being so dangerous, then #1 1s in her hands to 
prevent this. We would like to estabish such a minority 
government preferably with the DS?. and we are ready 
to discuss the relevant conditions with the DYP. We 
are ready to discuss the conditions under which the 
DYP will accord us outside support. I do not beheve 
that a significant problem will arise in this connection 
Anyway, this was one of the solutions submitted to 
me by Mrs. Ciller dunng our 26 December mecting 
1, in turn, conveyed this proposal to Mr. Ecevit without 
further deiay. Mr. Ecevit told me that he would take the 
proposal to his party's authorized organs and that, in 
principle, he views this posi ively 


{Ecevit} 1 said that it ts a proposal that I can take to the 
party councils. 


[Yilmaz] As soon as this issuc was announced to 
the public, Mrs. Ciller held an extraordinary news 
conference and retracted her position Actually, the 
secretary general of her party had issued the same 
statement, declaring that the DYP would support a 
possible ANAP-DSP coalition. Consequently, if she is 
80 apprehensive about the RP. then she has the power 
to block it. | am calling on her: Let her esther renounce 
her persistence concerning the post of prime minister, 
of give outside support to a minority government we 
would establish. 


(Correspondent} While the door to the RP is kept open, 
are you [words indistinct] 


[Yilmaz] As 1 said at the beginning, | requested this 
meeting with Mr. Ecevit in order to conduct a more gen- 
eral pount assessment. We had previously reached agree- 
ment on conducting consultavons after every mecting 
We are holding this meeting within that context. Nat- 
urally, as the contacts progress and certain alternatives 
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are climinated and others are tamed, these assessments 
focus on these new options. 


{Correspondent} You said that if she does not want the 
RP in the government she should change her position 
Does that mean that you have reached an agreement 
with the RP’ 


{Yilmaz} We are not conducting any contacts with 
regard to the establishment of a government other than 
those announced to the public. We are not conducting 
any secret meetings. The concerns cited about us in this 
regard are mere speculations and paranoia. We are not 
conducting any contacts with the RP at this moment 
| also announced ut in public. This does not mean, 
however, that we will not meet again. In accordance 
with our own priorities, if we see the need, if it becomes 
necessary, if it becomes clear that other alternatives wil! 
not materialize, then we could resume the dialogue with 
the RP. 


[Correspondent] If Mrs. Ciller fails to establish a 
government and relinquishes her task at the end of 
the process, do you expect to be assigned the task 
of forming the government?’ If you do rece:.s thy 
assignment, will you propose to Mrs. Ciller a coalition 
under your leadership’ 


[Yilmaz] | would not like to answer on the basis of 
assumptions. Naturally, if Mrs. Ciller reaches a port 
where she is unable to establish a government, she wil! 
relinquish her task. | believe that her reasonabic time 
will end at the end of this week. After that, we will do 
our ulmost to Contribute in any way we can to a solution 
in line with the stand to be adopted by the honorabic 
president 


[Correspondent] Will you convey your reply to the 
prime minister before Saturday, since you have already 
formulated a clear reply’ Will you wart for the weekend 
to convey this response’ 


[Yilmaz] | spoke on one conditions. | sand that this will 
he our stand if | am correctly gauging the position of 
my assembly group and my colleagues. | will, however 
hold an extraordinary mecting with my assembly group 
tomorrow and convene the Central Decasonmaking 
Council the day after. As I announced yesterday, ! «:/! 
convey our reply to Mrs. Ciller on Saturday 


|Correspondent)] You said that you are ready to receive 
support for a minority government to be estahinhed 
hetween ANAP and the DSP. If Mrs. Ciller calls you 
tomght and asks you to accord outside support for a 
minority goverament she will estahinh with the CHP 
then will you give your support’ 
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{Yulmaz! ht ts Mrs. Ciller who declared that she views 
the RP as a great danger and is willing to make al! the 
necessary sacrifice to prevent this. | have not made such 
a statement. | only say that it is difficult for us to reach 
reconciliation with the RP because of our respective 
views. I have continuously been stressing thal we want 
to give precedence to casicr alternatives. My proposal is 
aimed at proving Mrs. Ciller’s sincerity in obstructing 
the RP’s participation in the government. 


Turkey: Ciller Supports Kalem): for Speaker 
TA2501115996 Ankara TRT Ielevision Network 
in Turkish 1100 GMT 25 Jan % 


[Report by Aula Tunga from the Turkish Grand Na- 
tional Assembly — live] 


[FBIS Trams‘ated Text) The True Path Party ([DYP] 
Chairmanship Council and the DYP Assembly group 
met at 1200 today. The meeting, which was chaired by 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller, ended around 1250 and 
Ciller heid a news conference immediately after the 
meeting. Ciller gave the following messages in her news 
conference: 


Ciller explained that the DYP is fulfilling a historic 
responsibility, that the two brotherly parties, the DYP 
and the Motherland Party [ANAP, failed to youn forces 
before the elections. and that the DYP proposed to 
establish a coalition with ANAP. Ciller noted that she 
proposed to ANAP to share the pie fairly although there 
is a difference in the number of deputies between the 
two parties. The prime minister expressed the conviction 
that this coalition will be established and declared that 
she 1s still hopeful. She recalled that in conjunction 
with the proposal to implement a rotational prime 
minmistership, she submitied to ANAP a proposal for 
4 rotational system regarding the post of assembly 
speaker. Ciller recounted, however, that Mesut Yilmaz 
did not ask for any support on this subject. 


Ciller announced that Mr. Mustafa Kalemli and some 
other ANAP deputies telephoned her this morning and 
asked for her support. Ciller reported that it is not 
possible to adopt a group decision on this subject, but 
she could make a recommendation to her colleagues 
Ciller declared that this matier was discussed dunng 
the DYP Chairmanship Council and assembly group 
mecting held a while ago. She said that she will chat 
with her colleagues and try to persuade them to vote 
for Kaleml) as Assembly speaker Ciller concluded 
by capressing her Selicf that Kalemli will be clected 
speaker and hoped that this will be auspicious for the 
county 
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Turkey: Views of Freedom and Solidarity Party 
NC2401220396 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 22 Jan 06 p AS 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} ANKARA—Addressing a fes- 
tive gathering of leftists on Sunday [21 Jaruary}, Chai- 
man Ufuk Uras of the newly-set up Freedom and Soli- 
darity Party (ODP) said they were determined to revive 
the values upheld by the “gencration of “6X,” referring 
to the left-wing protest movements which raged across 
Europe in the late Sixties. But addressing supporters 
packing a high-school sports hall, Uras, an associate 
professor of law at Istanbul University, said the young 
party neither looked upon past nor present world orders. 
but championed a brand new onc 


Professor Sadun Aren, a veteran socialist, said socialist 
was a Movement in harmony with nature, predicting that 
the whole world would become socialist one day 


Aren said that, as in the rest of the world, uncmploy- 
ment, drug abuse and hunger were widespread in Turkey 
as a fesult of the “mberent shoricomings of capitalism 


“Onur party has been set up at just the nght moment 
The new era will open wider honzons for our country 
Socialism is a Movement passing from one gencration 
to another. | represent the old generation and hereby 
entrust the banner of socialism to Ufuk Uras represent. 
ing the younger generation, said Aren who headed the 
United Socialist Party 


The new party, with its clam to untte the socialist 
potential, has unionists, intellectuals, workers and artists 
among its founders beside the old-school leftists 


Addressin, the ceremony, Secretary-General Mehmet 
Atay of the left-wing labor confederation DISK and 
Yavuz Onen, a human nights activist and chairman of 
the Union of Chambers of Architects and Engineers both 
said the foundation of the new party would strengthen 
the sacialist struggle in Turkey, adding that they would 
take thew place under its root 


The documents recording the new entry to the Country's 
rich list of left-wing parties will be submitted to the 
Interne Ministry to gain legal recognition 


The Workers Party (IP) which fared poorly in the Dex 
24 clection, winning only 0.22 percent of the votes. 
has opposed the new party, saying that it alone is the 
truc representative of socialism based on working~< lass 
ideology 
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